


ast ies Se Ai at 


BOOK NUMBER 


Che Sunday School Cines 


Copyright, 1950, by The Guntey School Times Co. 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office ans Philadelphia, Pa., under 


of March 3, 1879. Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, February 18, 1950 
Volume Ninety-two, No. 7 


$2.50 a year, in clubs $2 
See page 151 





—_— 


Lesson for March 5 in this issue 


Lesson 10.—Ephesus, a Center of Christian 
Influence. 
Acts 19:1 to 20:16; Ephesians 4:17-32. 


Notes on Open Letters: 

An Erroneous Report Concerning the 

Y.M.C.A. 

Coming Next Week (Announcement) 

The False Teaching of “Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses” Examined. II. By Donald F. 
Ackland 

How To Reach Your Community for Christ. 

By Spencer De Jong ..... 0050 
The 1950 Christian Fellowship Tour. : -. 33 
A Bible-Teaching Game. By Harry M. 

Savacool .... 133 
Suggestions for Your Spring Reading 134 
International Uniform Lesson 136-146 
CE. Topic—Why Do We Believe in Evange- 

lism? By John W. Lane, Jr. .......... 146 
for Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 

worth, D.D. 151 


w 





Thank God for His Word! 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
Romans 15:4 


EAR Christian, at every reading, 
Thank God for His holy Word, 


’ With His wonderful plan of redemption 


Woven through like a scarlet cord. 


Suppose that there were no Bible 
To point us to Calvary, 

To show us a loving Saviour 
Who hung there so willingly. ... 


Suppose that God had not spoken 
To prophets of old: would we 
Through patience and comfort of Scrip- 
ture 
Have hope of eternity? 


Suppose that God had not guarded 
His Word from beginning of time 
Against efforts to mar and. destroy it: 
Would we have His message sublime? 


‘The Scriptures can never be broken”: 
This promise we have for today .. . 

Ina world that is sinsick and crumbling, 
The Word of the Lord lives alway ! 


yw 
Exercises in Patience 


Annoyances and delays try our 
It is not in evidence without 
them. Neither we nor others can know 
Whether we are patient until something 
s that would naturally make us 

ient. Everyone agrees that pa- 


litace is a good thing, but most of us 


want it in theory without the hard tests 
in practice. A man can demonstrate 
swimming strokes lying on a table, but 
he cannot prove that he can swim until 
he gets into the water; a young fellow 
can show wrestling holds at a social 
gathering in a living room, but he can 
only prove that they will work by meet- 
ing a real opponent on a mat. Some 
are naturally of a patient temperament. 
But many are naturally impatient — and 
not too much concerned about it. But 
God can quiet the most impatient man, 
if he will only let Him, and He uses 
many of the ordinary circumstances of 
life to train us to be patient. We are 
too much like children who want to take 
in arithmetic in one big bite, without 
study, or master the piano without prac- 
tice. There are plenty of opportunities 
for training in patience, but the trouble 
is we don’t look at them as we do at 
exercises in singing, in a foreign lan- 
guage, or in playing the violin. Here 
are some common assignments in the 
school of patience: the broken shoelace 
or pencil point; the fountain pen that 
runs dry; the car that won't start, the 
long line of cars approaching a bridge 


or ferry, the flat tire, the big truck 
ahead; the man or woman who talks too 
long; the telephone operator who seems 
too slow, the “wrong number” (either 
way), the busy signal; the elevator that 
gets stuck; the late train; the umbrella 
that suddenly goes to pieces on a rainy 
day; the speaker who says he knows his 
time is up, but goes on talking for 
some time; the man who monopolizes a 
committee meeting; the days at home 
with the grippe; the person who is late 
for an appointment; the window shade 
that flies up -and gets stuck. All these 
—and many more — offer opportunities 
for patience. “Tribulation worketh pa- 
tience” — and is one link in a glorious 
chain (Rom. 5:3-5). And we are to 
know this, “that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience. But let patience have 
her perfect work, that ye may be per- 
fect and entire, wanting nothing” (Jas. 
1:3, 4). The word “let” implies that a 
believer may have it if he will; and he 
may, through the power of God, for it 
is synonymous with “longsuffering, gen- 
tleness . . . meekness,” all of which are 
part of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal, 5: 
22, 23). 


There Is No Difference 


A sermon by Dwight L. Moody 1 


For there is no difference (Rom. 3:22) 


WANT to call your attention.to a 

clause in that chapter [Rom. 3] I 

have just read, a part of the 22d 
verse: “For there is no difference.” 
Now, that is one of the verses, one 
of the portions of Scripture, that the 
natural man don’t like. I have had many 
a quarrel with men on this verse, be- 
cause we are just apt to think we are a 
little better than our friends and our 
neighbors, and men don’t like to believe 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye 
may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1 
7b, 8). 




















there is no difference. It is one of the 
greatest lessons a man has to learn— 
that he is a sinner. If you don’t believe 
that you are sick, you won't call in a 
physician. It is just because the natural 
man don’t like this text I have taken 
it tonight. I have found out long ago 
that the lessons we don’t like are the 
best medicine for us. I can imagine 
there is someone here who says: “I 
don’t believe that statement that there 
is no difference.” I can imagine there 
is someone here who says: “Isn't it 
better for a man to be a sober man than 


1 This editorial is part of an early sermon 
preached by Moody, and is reprinted in com- 
memoration of his birthday, February 5, 1837. 
It is taken from the book, “Dwight L. 
Moody,” recently published by Fleming H. 
Revell Co. (New York 10; $2.25), which con- 
tains twenty of his sermons. The publisher 
says of them that they are “just as they 
fell from Moody’s lips; not a single word has 
been altered or left out — not a line or phrase 
‘edited.’ ” 
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it is to be a drunkard? Isn't it better 
for a man to be honest than it is to be 
dishonest?” Yes, we will admit all that; 
but that don’t apply when it comes to 
the great question of salvation. If a 
man has not been saved from his sin, 
he must perish like the rest of the world, 
Now, if a man wants to find out what 
he is, let him turn to the third chapter 
of Romans. He can read his life there. 
If you want to read your own biography 
you need not write it yourself. Turn to 
the third chapter of Romans, and it is 
all there, written by a man who knows 
a good deal more about us than we do 
about ourselves. Christ was the only 
one that ever trod this earth that saw 
everything in the heart of man. We read 
that He didn’t commit Himself because 
He. knew their hearts. The heart is 
deceitful. Who can know it? It is de- 
ceitful above all things and it is desper- 
ately wicked. Now, Satan either tries 
to make men believe that they are good 
enough without salvation, or if he can’t 
make them believe that, he tries to tell 
them that they are so bad God won't 
have anything to do with them. 

The law isn’t to save men, but the 
law is brought in just to show man that 
he is lost and ruined under the law. 
These people that are trying to save 
themselves by the law are making the 
worst mistake of their lives. Some peo- 
ple say, if they try to do right, they 
think that is all that is required of them. 
They say, “I try to keep the law.” Well, 
did you ever know a man keep the law, 
except the Son of God Himself? The 
law was never given to save men by. 
“And what was the law then given for?” 
It was given to show man his lost and 
ruined condition. It was given to meas- 
ure men by their fruits... . 

The law was not given to save man. 
It was given to show him his lost and 
ruined condition. It wasn’t given to save 
men — the Son of God came to do that 
work; but the law is the schoolmaster 
that came to show us what to do when 
we are saved. Stop all this idle doing, 
and just come to the fountain that has 
just been opened in the house of David 
for sin and uncleanliness. 

I can imagine some of you may say: 
“I am sure I am not as bad as some peo- 
ple. I am not a publican. I never got 
drunk in my life. I don’t like to have 
Mr. Moody say I am as bad as other 
people.” I don’t know but pharisaism 
is as bad as drunkenness, and I find you 
can just sum up the whole human race 
into about two heads — the publican and 
the Pharisee. Yonder is an orchard, and 
in that orchard there are two apple trees 
— miserable, sour, bitter. Stop, one of 
them is bare; they are worthless. Why 
are they good for nothing? Well, one 
tree has got five hundred apples, and the 
other has not five. There is no differ- 
ence. The fact is, the tree is bad. One 
man may have more fruit than another, 
but the fruit is bad — from the old Adam 
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stock. God didn’t look for good fruit 
from Adam’s stock. Make the fountain 
good, and the stream will be good. Make 
men’s hearts good and their lives will 
be good. You might as well tell a man 
to jump over the moon as to be moral, if 
he hasn't got God in his heart. The way 
to improve the soul of a man is to strike 
at the root of the tree; and if the heart 
is right, and in sympathy with God, there 





“I want to say very emphatically 
that I have no sympathy with the 
doctrine of universal brotherhood 
and universal fatherhood. I don’t 
believe one word of it. If a man 
lives in the flesh and serves the 
flesh he is a child of the devil. 
That is pretty strong language, but 
it is what Christ said. It brought 
down a hornet’s nest on His head, 
and helped to hasten Him to the 
cross, but nevertheless it is true. 
Show me a man that will lie and 
steal and get drunk and ruin a 
woman — do you tell me he is my 
brother? Not a bit of it. He must 
be born into the household of faith 
before he becomes my brother in 
Christ. He is an alien, he is a 
stranger to the grace of God, he 
is an enémy to God, he is not a 
friend. Before a man can cry, 
‘Abba, Father,’ he must be born 
from above, born of the Spirit.”— 
Dwight L. Moody. 











will be no trouble about the life. You 
need not be cultivating a crab-apple tree 
—that is what some people do. 

Now, in the law it is written that a 
man that breaks the least of the law 
is guilty of all. Some people say, “I 
have not broken the ten commandments.” 
They seem to think that the ten com- 
mandments are ten different laws. But 
a man who breaks the least of the com- 
mandments has broken all; and if you 
have broken one of the commandments 
you have broken the law of God. Some 
people think that if they only fail in one 
commandment they are not so bad; but 
if a man is guilty of breaking one he 





Coming Next Week 


NEW series of six studies on 

the general theme, “Jesus 
Christ in the Midst,” will begin in 
next week’s SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, 
They are from the pen of a writer 
well known to Times readers, Dr. 
T. Stanley Soltau,-pastor of the 
First Evangelical Church of Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 

Next week’s issue of the Tres 
will also carry the third and last 
of Donald F, Ackland’s series ex- 
posing the false teachings of Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses. 
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breaks all. And where can we find om 
man who does not break more than on 
commandment? How many people hep 
in New York worship idols. Measuy 
your heart by the law of God, m 
friends, and you'll find yourself Suilty, 
The reason why people sin so much js 
because they don’t believe they do sip 
Unbelief is the root of all evil. Adan 
sinned through unbelief, and we mug 
get out of the pit at the same place bp 
fell in. He fell by unbelief, and » 
must believe to be saved. You go tp 
a prison, and you will find there a go 
many criminals; one is there for on 
offense and one for another; but they 
are all criminals. So here tonight, som 
of us are guilty of one offense and som 
of another; but we are all sinners, . 

Man is a stupendous failure. God m 
Mount Horeb shouted the law to man, 
and man said: “Oh, yes, Lord, wel 
keep the law; we'll not break this thy 
command.” And the very first command. 
ment was, “Thou shalt not have other 
gods.” Then Moses and Joshua go tp 
have an interview with God; and th 
people whom they had left behind a 
once began to say, “Make us a god’ 
And the golden calf was made, and they 
worshiped it. When Moses and Joshn 
returned from Horeb, they heard a great 
shout. Ha! do you hear that shout? | 
it the shout of victory of those who ar 


(Continued on page 133) 








Notes on Open Letters 


An Erroneous Report 


Concerning the Y.M.C.A. 


On page five of the January 14, 1960, 
issue of THE SuNpDAY ScHOOL 
you suggest that Dr. John R. Mot 
comment about a “press dispatch’ 
which you then quote. .. . I should 
like to know if you believe the con- 
vention mentioned in the dispatch was 
an official meeting of the International 
Y.M.C.A. Do you believe that the 
constitutional amendment was a state- 
ment of policy of the International 
Y.M.C.A.? , . Since reading your 
item I have made some inquiry and 
find that there has been no conven 
tion of the International Y.M.C.A. in 
Sacramento, at least there has been 
no such convention in many years 
.. . If you find that the original pres 
item or us reprint thereof is it 
error; or if either is open to misintet- 
pretation, I am sure you will wish t 
make a correction in an early issue of 
your publication —An Indiana reader. 


A California reader has kindly. sent 
the Editor some correspondence which 
he has had with the National Couneil 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associa 
tions in New York City relating to: this 
report. The press dispatch quoted it 
the “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” said that-at an Internationa 
Convention of the Y.M.C.A. in Sacre 
mento, Calif., radical changes were made 
in the statement of aims of the Y.M.CA 


(Continued on page 150) 
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ll. The False Teaching of “Jehovah's Witnesses’ Examined 


The person of Christ degraded 





whole fabric of Christian belief 
rests upon our conception of the 
person of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Since that day when Simon Peter re- 
ceived his Master’s commendation for 
pis declaration of faith, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 
16:16), the right to bear the Christian 
name has been recognized as belonging 
to those alone who acknowledge the 
Saviour’s undisputed deity. This is the 
point at which the battle has been joined 
between belief and unbelief, and all 
down the Christian centuries the chief 
assault of the forces of evil has been 
upon the citadel of Christ's crown rights. 
The acid test of any system of religious 
teaching, theréfore, is its attitude toward 
the divine Son of God. It is to this test 
that we would submit the extensive lit- 
erature of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our 
appeal, of course, is to the Scriptures, 
to which inspired volume the Witnesses 
themselves pay lip service, professing to 
be faithful interpreters of the Bible, and 
not slaves of tradition, in which category 
they include all other expositors. 


The Father’s Attitude Toward the Son 


Since, then, the Scriptures are agreed 
upon as our authority, and since Jeho- 
yah’s Witnesses place loyalty to Jehovah- 
God above everything else, it is impor- 
tant to discover what the Father’s atti- 
tude is toward the Son. Whether we 
read the Gospels or the Epistles we can- 
not fail to notice that God the Father 
is jealous for the prestige of His only- 
begotten Son. In the announcement of 
His birth, the heavenly recognition ac- 
corded Him at His baptism, and at His 
transfiguration, His deity is acknowl- 
edged and His authority declared. Paul 
dlaims that “it pleased the Father that 
in him should all fulness dwell” (Col. 
1:19); and concerning the worship due 

‘40 Him he says: “Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him 
aname which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

The Witnesses profess to honor these 
Scriptures, but contend that the glory 
bestowed on our Lord was subsequent 
to His human birth, and in the nature 
of a reward for His faithfulness on earth. 
As to “the prehuman past of Jesus” 
four quotation is from “Let God Be 
True,” p. 34): “This One was not Jeho- 
Vah God, but was ‘existing in the form 
of God.’ How so? He was a spirit per- 
Son, just as ‘God is a spirit’; he was a 
Mighty one, although not almighty as 


Last week Mr. Ackland traced the 
history of present-day Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses back through “Judge” Ruther- 
ford and C. T. Russell to William 
Miller in 1844. It was Russell who 
started The Watchtower, a magazine 
which is now sold all over the coun- 
try. This is the second of three arti- 
cles by Mr. Ackland on this strange 
sect which has misled multitudes of 
unbelievers and confused thousands 
of young Christians. 








Jehovah God is; also he was before all 
other of God’s creatures, because he was 
the first son that Jehovah God brought 
forth. At Colossians 1:15 he is 
spoken of as the One ‘who is the image 
of the invisible God, the’ firstborn of 
every creature.’ Thus he is ranked with 
God’s creatures, being first among them 
and also most beloved and most favored 
among them. He is not the author of 
the creation of God; but, after God had 
created him as his firstborn Son, then 
God used him as his working Partner 
in the creating of all the rest of crea- 
tion. It is so stated at Colossians 1:16, 
18, and at John 1:1-3.” 

Presumably the writer of this amaz- 
ing paragraph hoped that his readers 
would not trouble to open their Bibles 
at Colossians 1:16, 18, since if they did 
so the falsity of his statement would at 
once be revealed. What the apostle there 
declares is in complete contradiction of 
the Christ-dishonoring statements we 
have quoted. Since the American Stand- 
ard Version is frequently referred to in 
the literature we are examining, it may 
be accepted here as an authority. “In him 
were all things created, in the heavens 
and upon the earth, things visible and 
things invisible, whether thrones or do- 
minions or principalities or powers; all 
things have been created through him 
and unto him: and he is before all things, 
and in him all things consist.” The 
assertion that all things were created “in 
him” is a stronger phrase than the “by 
him” of the Authorized Version, since it 
invests our Lord with all the authority 
and power of creation’s task, and de- 
clares in the plainest language the very 
thing that the Witnesses deny. 

To appreciate the length to which 
these people will go to maintain false 
doctrine it is necessary to examine their 
treatment of John 1:1-3. Here the 
Scriptures declare two things concerning 
our Lord which are rejected by the 
Witnesses — first, His eternal Sonship, 
and second, His creative work. In order 
to escape from this dilemma, a Greek 
translation is introduced (“The Emphatic 
Diaglott”), the value of which would not 
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be accepted for one moment by any 
serious student of the New Testament. 
This is the spurious rendering of this 
passage which we are asked to accept: 
“In a beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with the God, and a god was 
the Word.” 

Since this issue is raised in almost 
every publication from the Watchtower 
press, it is important that the utter 
worthlessness of this translation should 
be demonstrated. In our language we 
use the definite article (the) and the 
indefinite article (a), but Greek has only 
the definite article, and this is not used 
with words which, by themselves, are 
definite. For example, the words “earth,” 
“heaven,” and “sun” carry no article, 
since nobody would speak of “an earth,” 
“a heaven,” or “a sun.” No intelligent 
reader of the Greek Testament, there- 
fore, would perpetrate the folly of read- 
ing “a god”’in the absence of the defi- 
nite article. We are left to choose be- 
tween gullibility, ignorance, or enmity 
toward the sacred person of our Lord, 
as the reason why these people persist 
in a translation which makes nonsense 
of ‘the text. 


Their Rejection of the Trinity 

It is inevitable that, in their refusal 
to acknowledge Christ as “the Lord of 
glory,” the Witnesses should discard the 
doctrine of the Trinity, of which they 
declare Satan to be the originator (“Let 
God Be True,” p. 82). The blasphemous 
crudity of language used to show their 
contempt for this doctrine is distressing 
to Christian minds. “One of the most 
mysterious things,” they declare, “is the 
question of who ran the universe during 
the three days that Jesus was dead and 
in the grave; or, for that matter, during 
his thirty-three and one-half years while 
made ‘a little lower than the angels.’ 
If Jesus was God, then during Jesus’ 
death God was dead and in the grave. 
What a wonderful opportunity for Satan 
to take complete control!” (“Let God Be 
True,” p. 91.) 

Christian belief in Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, “three Persons in one Sub- 
stance,” does not depend upon 1 John 
5:7, which the author of “Let God Be 
True” is anxious to prove “evidently 
spurious” —a contention which has the 
agreement of many reputable orthodox 
scholars.1 The doctrine is inherent to 


1Of 1 John 5:7, “The Scofield Reference 
Bible” says: “It is generally agreed that 
v. 7 has no real authority, and has been 
inserted.” “The Companion Bible” com- 
ments: “The words [v. 7] are not found in 
any Gr. ms. before the sixteenth century. 
They were first seen in the margin of some 
Latin copies. Thence they. have crept into 
the text.” 
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the Scriptures as a whole, and yet does 
not lack “proof texts,” such as Matthew 
28:19, “Baptizing them into the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit” (R.V.). This text is 
conveniently ignored in the book pre- 
viously quoted, since it would doubtless 
prove difficult to explain why the bap- 
tismal formula is in “the name” and not 
“the names” of the Holy Trinity. It is 
difficult to feel anything but indignation 
for antagonists of the truth who describe 
the doctrine of the Three-in-One as de- 
picting “a complicated, freakish-looking, 
three-headed God.” That is caricature 
of the lowest order, and an affront to 
the majesty of God. 

The Incarnation furnishes the writers 
of Watchtower literature with further 
opportunities to deny the Christian faith. 
Again and again our blessed Lord is 
referred to as “a mere man,” or “no 
more than a perfect man” (“The King- 
dom Is at Hand,” p. 49): or “a perfect 
man (who) stood in a position similar 
to that once occupied by the perfect man 
Adam” (“Let God Be True,” p. 101). 
On page 86 of the last-mentioned volume, 
“the claim that God almighty was mani- 
fested in the flesh” is attributed to “the 
clergy,” and is forthwith repudiated, on 
the ground that scholars are not agreed 
upon the correct translation of 1 Tim- 
othy 3:16— “He who was manifested in 
the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of 
angels... .” (R.V.). The contention is 
true, but the conclusion is false. Yet 
having decided that Jesus is not God, 
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the Witnesses have no course but to deny 
or explain away the numerous passages 
of Scripture which maintain the op- 
posite. Let them say what they will, 
our faith shall rest upon such unshaken 
and unshakable statements as “I and 
my Father are one” (John 10:30). 

What, then, do Jehovah’s Witnesses 
teach concerning Jesus Christ? That in 
His “prehuman past” He was “a spirit 
person,” “a mighty one .. . but not the 
Almighty God.” That He was born “a 
mere man,” but at His baptism “God 
begot Jesus to be his spiritual Son once 
more instead of a human Son.” Quoting 
at length from “Let God Be True,” p. 41): 
“By having his perfect, sinless life trans- 
ferred from heaven to a Jewish virgin, 
Jesus was born as a perfect human, and 
grew up to be a perfect man, absolutely 
sinless, holy, harmless, undefiled. Hence, 
when he presented himself in full dedi- 
cation to God’s will, Jehovah God ac- 
cepted him for sacrifice as humankind’s 
Redeemer. Because Jesus was thereby 
bound to lay aside his humanity for ever 
as a sacrifice, God begot him by his 
spirit to become again a spirit Son of 
God.” 

It is surely impossible to imagine a 
graver distortion of the truth concerning 
Him who at His birth was announced as 
“Emmanuel, . . . God with us” (Matt. 
1:23), and whom the Apostle Paul ac- 
claimed “as concerning the flesh Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever” (Rom. 9:5). 

(To be concluded) 


How To Reach Your Community for Christ 


Putting a Bible in every home 


OHN KRINO eagerly began scanning 

the new books he had just bought. 
His search for peace had led him to buy 
$40 worth of books from Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses, and he thought that surely here 
he would find that which would satisfy 
his hungry soul. Then as time went by, 
and he kept reading, John realized that 
he had not found the answer. He did 
not know where to turn. 

One day some consecrated Christians 
called at his home. They soon had the 
information that this man and his fam- 
ily did not have the true knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, and that they had no Bible. 
John Krino told them how he had been 
searching and seeking, and even with 
the religious books he had purchased, he 
had no real peace. In fact, he and his 
wife were so discouraged when the per- 
sonal workers came to call, that they 
at first refused them entrance into their 
home! But God knew the hunger of 
their souls, and the personal workers 
were invited in. They counted it a 
privilege to open to this family the Word 
of God and to present to them Jesus 
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Christ. John Krino and his wife quickly 
realized that here was the real truth 
and accepted Jesus Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour and Lord that day. Not 
only were they awakened unto life in 
Jesus Christ, but they sensed the great 
value of the Bible, and gave the per- 
sonal workers their $40 worth of re- 
ligious books, for a copy of the Bible. 

There are hundreds, thousands, and 
even millions today, who can be reached 
the same way that John Krino and his 
family were reached. 

What does it take to reach out for 
these souls? Basically, the requirements 
are few. The first real need is conse- 
crated Christian workers burdened for 
the lost souls of men. We especially 
need Christians today who are burdened 
for those near-by Christians, and who 
feel an urgency about the present hour 
in which we live; Christians who feel 
that something must be done, can be 
done, and are willing to do something 
about it themselves. 

Merely to be active and busy in Chris- 
tian activities is not the answer. God 
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has given to us a Christian testimony gp 
that we may give a reason for the fait) 
that is within us. A businessman jp 
Florida told me that he had begun t 
be selective in his extra duties. He 
didn’t want to be identified with any. 
thing any longer unless it counted for 
souls and for God. He felt that time 
was too short to be wasting effort. } 
is not for us to say what is wasted effort, 
but the question we must face is this 
“Are we accomplishing anything that wil] 
result in souls and homes being reached 
for Christ?” 

The Bible placed by the persona! 
workers in John Krino’s home was a 
gift. It came from the American Home 
Bible League, an organization whose 
goal is, “A Bible in every American 
home, that souls may be won for Christ.” | 
The League furnishes Bibles for can. 
vassing churches and organizations gs 
that Bibleless homes that will can have 
a copy of the Bible, the only stipulation 
being a promise to read the Scriptures 

Eleven years ago, God laid the burden 
of the Bibleless homes of America upon 
the heart of Mr. William A. Chapman, a 
Christian layman. This led to the foun- 
dation of the American Home Bible 
League, with headquarters at 1104 
Wentworth Avenue, Chicago 28. 

The first house-to-house canvass for 
which the League furnished Bibles was 
carried on by Mr. and Mrs. Chapman 
themselves, in Walkerton, Ind. They 
called on every family and placed a 
Bible in those homes where there were 
none, upon the condition that the Scrip. 
tures would be read. 

At one time there were 7,500,000 homes 
in America without a Bible. Thanks to 
many churches and individuals who 
have helped, it will not be long before 
100,000 homes will have been reached 
through the distribution. plan of . the 
American Home Bible League. 

It is true that not everyone can talk 
and present spiritual matters with peo- 
ple, but everyone can present a Bible 
to a Bibleless home. The American 
Home Bible League stands ready to 
furnish Bibles free of charge to any 
Christian church or organization that 
will canvass its local areas and neigh- 
borhoods. 

Ministers throughout the country feel 
along with us, that here is the ideal plan 
—one that really works, and one that 
gets results. Individuals in Bibleless 
homes throughout the land have written 
to us, thankful for the gift of the Word 
of God. True, it is not possible to meas- 
ure the souls that have been saved, for 
only eternity can reveal this. God 
did not promise to show us results, but 
He did make this promise, “So shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). 


CHICAGO. 
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The 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE itinerary for the 1950 Christian 

Fellowship Tour, which will be the 
eleventh tour sponsored by The Sunday 
School Times Company and planned and 
operated by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way Company, has now been definitely 
outlined. Complete details are not yet 
available, but the dates that follow can 
be relied upon and further details will 
be supplied as soon as they are definitely 
known. 

This eleventh Christian Fellowship 
Tour will originate, as usual, in Chicago, 
from which point the party will leave 
Monday night, July 3, traveling west- 
pound on the Northern Pacific’s North 
Coast Limited train. 

The first point at which the party will 
leave the train will be at Billings, Mont., 
from whence a motor coach journey over 
the spectacular Red Lodge “Skyline” 
Highway will take the party through the 
’ gecently opened Sunlight Basin Coun- 
try of Wyoming to Cody, Wyo., return- 
ing to Billings via the C.B.&Q. R.R. 

Arriving at Seattle on July 7, the 
goup will visit Mt. Rainier National 
Park, again traveling by motor coach, 
and staying overnight at Paradise Inn. 

From Seattle, the travelers will turn 
northward, this time using the steamers 
of the Puget Sound Navigation Com- 
pany anu the Canadian Pacific Steam- 
ship to visit Victoria, B. C., and Van- 
couver, B. C. 

At Vancouver, on July 10, the group 
will board the Union Steamships Ltd., 
§S. Chilcotin, for a ten-day cruise in the 
sheltered waters of the Inside Passage 
to Alaska, stopping at such ports as 
Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, Alaska. 
Skagway is the famous town at which 
praspectors disembarked during the 
Alaska gold rush days of '98. From here, 
prospectors went by foot and mule pack 
over the famous Chilkoot Pass to the 
head waters of the Yukon River. The 
Christian Fellowship party will follow 
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that trail .part way, but in the com- 
fortable railroad coaches of the White 
Pass. and Yukon Railroad to Lake Ben- 
nett, Fraser Lake, Summit Lake, and 
Thompson Falls, returning the following 
day to their steamer at Skagway. 

The journey will turn homeward here, 
again following the Inside Passage to 
Vancouver, B. C. From this point the 
Canadian Pacific Railway will carry the 
party eastward to Field, B. C. Again 
motor coaches will be used to take the 
group for a sight-seeing tour in the 
famous Canadian Rockies, including 
Emerald Lake, Yoho Valley, and Lake 


Louise and Banff. Leaving Banff by way . 


of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the 
journey home will continue via the Soo 
line and the C.B.&Q. R.R. via St. Paul, 
reaching Chicago on Monday, July 24. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company, will be with the 1950 group to 
escort the party throughout the entire 
tour. Detailed information and a de- 
scriptive itinerary will be mailed to any 
who desire them, as soon as they are 
ready for distribution. Just address Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent, The Sunday: School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5. 

bd 


There Is No Difference 
(Continued from second page) 


rejoicing in conquest? No, it is the shout 
of the idolater. They all worship the 
golden ealf. It was an idolatrous shout 
that the prophets heard. The worship 
of the golden calf! You find it in New 
York. One man says, “Give me more 
money”; another, “Give me a seat in 
Congress”; another, “Give me a bottle 
of rum.” Ah, it’s easy to condemn the 
Israelites; it is easy to smile; but beware 
that you are not guilty of the same sin. 
Man was a failure under the judges, a 
failure under the prophets; and now, for 
two thousand years, under grace, he has 


(Continued on page 148) 


Helping young folks to remember Bible facts 


NE of our great problems in teach- 

ing young people is to fix in their 
Minds the ordinary facts of the Bible 
that everyone should know. Every 
teacher knows how discouraging it is 
to discover that, after years of work, his 
Glass does not remember the simplest 
Bible facts. We need some method by 
which to fix these facts in the minds of 
our pupils. 

Every person knows that play is the 
method by which little children learn 
Many things. What we have failed to 
Understand is that older children and 


By HARRY M. SAVACOOL 


youth also learn many things in the 
same way. If we can make a game of 
learning the Bible facts, they will be 
learned quickly and easily. 

The author has worked out a game of 
“Bible Baseball” which young people en- 
joy greatly. They call for it over and 
over again, and one older youth recently 
said, “You know, I learned more of the 
Bible by that game than from all my 
class work.” 

The game is easy to prepare. You can 
prepare it yourself with no expense. It 
will take a little time, but you will find 
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that the preparation will be a review 
of the Bible facts for yourself and a 
quite fascinating .game in itself. Even 
if the game were available ready-made, 
it would be better to make your own 
because by making it yourself you get 
the benefit of the research, and you 
can suit it to your lessons if you care to. 

The form of the game presented here 
is very simple. If you care to, you and 
your group can elaborate on it and add 
new features. In this simple form it 
can be played by any number from four 
to thirty or more. 

First prepare your material. It in- 
volves looking up a series of Bible ques- 
tions, at least a hundred or more. Pre- 
pare a couple of hundred small cards, 
or slips of paper, of uniform size. Write 
a question and the answer on each one. 
Divide these question cards into four 
groups. The very easy ones are marked, 
“One base hit.” Such a question as, 
“Who built the ark to escape the Flood?” 
would fall in this group. Those slightly 
more difficult, such as, “What miracle 
did Peter and John perform at the gate 
of the Temple?” are marked, “Two base 
hit.” Those of considerable difficulty, 
such as, “What prophet was fed by the 
ravens?” are marked, “Three base hit.” 
The very difficult questions, such as, 
“What man rebelled against Solomon’s 
son and set up a separate kingdom?” 
should be marked, “Home run.” 

When you wish to use the game have 
your cards in one stack, well mixed. 
Divide your participants into two groups 
of equal size and prepare a batting or- 
der. Appoint a score keeper. Place four 
chairs in the form of a diamond — first 
base, second base, third base, and home 
plate. 

Call up one side and put the first per- 
son up to bat. Take off the top card 
and ask the batter the question on it. 
If he misses he has one strike. If he 
answers correctly he has a hit and takes 
the base indicated on the card. Three 
strikes are out, 

Runners only advance as they are 
forced by the next player. Three strikes 
retire the sides. Only home runs or 
runners forced home count. The num- 
ber of innings should be decided upon 
before the game starts. 

As you use each question card, place 
it on the bottom of your cards, whether 
it is answered or not. Do not give the 
answers unless they are given by a 
player. The question will come up again 
in its proper order. The repetition of the 
questions will help fasten them in the 
minds of the players. They will soon 
get the idea, and make an effort to re- 
member the answer so as to be ready 
when it comes up again. 

Try this out and you will be amazed 
at its popularity and at how much the 
group will learn. You can see that it 
has great possibilities. It can be used 
to review a series of lessons. 


Oweco, N. Y. 
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Suggestions for Your Spring Reading 


What the bookshops offer in Bible study and exposition, Christian fiction and biography, 
missionary adventure and books for children 


BUNDANT Mercy. By Herman 
A Hoeksema. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.50). This is the fifth volume in an out- 
standing exposition of the Heidelberg 
Catechism ‘by a contemporary master 
theologian, who stands unapologetically 


within the Reformed tradition. Treating - 


difficult subjects with a rare combination 
of depth and lucidity, Dr. Hoeksema en- 
titles this study “Abundant Mercy” be- 
cause it covers questions 54 to 64 in the 
famous confession, and hence deals with 
such themes as the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the life ever- 
lasting. The chapters on “The Assur- 
ance of Membership” and “The Impos- 
sibility of a Careless Christian” will 
delight the heart of any Calvinist. Indeed, 
a more satisfactory handling of the ob- 
jections commonly leveled against the 
doctrines of eternal security and free 
grace could scarcely be asked for. So, 
too, the chapters answering Roman 
Catholic criticism of justification by 
faith leave little to be desired. On the 
other hand, however, some readers will 
find Hoeksema’s own refutation of pre- 
millennialism rather jejune. In the in- 
terpretation of Revelation 20 his usual 
exegetical sobriety seems to be wanting. 
Nevertheless, here is theology which 
rightly deserves to be so called. 


Vital Facts of Life. By the Rev. Carl 
H. Harman and E. W. Marquardt, M.D., 
F.LC.S. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; $1.75.) Very often a Christian 
physician and a faithful preacher of the 
Gospel can form an effective team in 
combining the facts of medical science 
with Biblical instruction as these co- 
authors have done in this excellent 
volume. Here is found much needed ad- 
vice for the young people of our day. 
The Concordia Publishing House is to 
be congratulated on bringing forth, 
within so short a time, two volumes on 
the important subjects treated here. Ten 
years ago they published the third edi- 
tion of Dr, Walter A. Maier’s, “For Bet- 
ter Not For Worse,” a manual on Chris- 
tian matrimony. Now they give to the 
public this vital book on leading young 
people up to the establishment of a 
Christian home. It is a volume filled 
with plain talk in chaste language for 
the information of high school students. 
It shows how a Christian should conduct 
himself on “dates,” in courtship and en- 
gagement, and in marriage and the home. 
The great dangers that lurk in lax morals 
as they lead to the horrors of venereal 
diseases are set forth as they should be. 
A very high standard of Christian living 
is held before young people as they in- 


Any of these books may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadel- 
phia 30. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








vite Jesus Christ into their homes to be 
the ever-present and abiding Guest. 
They are told how He will bless them 
with many spiritual and temporal bless- 
ings needed to fill their cup of marital 
bliss and happiness to overflowing. 


Pastoral Care of the Sick. By J. C. 
Heuch. (Augsburg Pub. House, Minne- 
apolis 15, Minn., $1.50.) One of the great- 
est privileges of the Christian pastor 
is that of ministering to the sick and 
dying. The fulfilling of such privilege, 
however, is beset with more difficulties 
than perhaps any other part of the min- 
istry. It was in recognition of these 
facts that Pastor J. Melvin Moe of 
Fargo, N. D., undertook the translation 
from the Norwegian of this book, which 
has been repeatedly helpful to him in 
his ministry. 

The author believes that every type 
of tribulation that comes upon man is 
a gracious call from God, and that the 
sufferer must be led to understand God’s 
purpose in thus dealing with him, other- 
wise his affliction will be loss and not 
gain. A method is carefully delineated 
for the pastor, a method of spiritual 
diagnosis and prescription. These are 
words of common sense, and reveal a 
rich experience of a shepherd of souls 
in the rooms of the sick and the dying. 
The sufferers are classified, spiritually, 
into four groups, and specific considera- 
tion of proper methods of approach and 
presenting the Word of God given: (1) 
the unconverted sick; (2) those spiritu- 
ally awakened through their sickness; 
(3) believers with shallow Christian ex- 
perience; (4) the tried and true Chris- 
tian. With regard to the last group a 
wise word of warning against “over- 
praise” is sounded. 

Evangelical, Scriptural, practical, this 
book should be an invaluable tool in 
the ministry of the pastor to the suffer- 
ing. 

The Life That Never Ends. Compiled 
by Literature Board of the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. (Concordia 
Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $2.) Here are 
thirty funeral sermons, each with an 
appropriate title and text, by twenty- 
four Lutheran (Missouri Synod) pastors. 





These messages were preached at the 
funerals of young and old. Some ¢ 
the deceased died of natural causes 
others by accident, one by suicide. } 
is instructive to see how apt is the tex; 
that was chosen, and how it was «&. 
plained and applied in each case. Th 
sermons are plainly evangelical and 
though very brief, very comforting, 

Occasional references to “Holy Bap. 
tism” as a saving ordinance, and to the 
Lord’s Supper in terms of consubstanhtis. 
tion and salvation, indicate the Luthera 
source of the book. However, this shoul 
not stop the young minister, or seminaty 
student, who does not accept these doe. 
trines, from reading and studying it a 
he would a textbook in a course m 
preaching or pastoral theology. Her 
is real help, by way of example an 
precedent, for the pastor who may bk 
perplexed as to what to say under han 
circumstances. Not only so, but gop 
rowing survivors of loved ones gone on 
could very well be helped by reading 
it as they would a book of daily devo 
tions, for its pages are full of consoling 
truth. 

“Triumphant Faith in a Tragic Hour’ 
“With Jesus to a Far Country”; “Th 
Master Calleth”; these are some of the 
subjects that enable the Christian reader 
to take heart in the sure hope of “the 
life that never ends.” 


ABC Stories of Jesus. By Mildrei 
Speakes Edwards. (The Warner Pres, 
Anderson, Ind., $1.75.) Many of the best- 
known stories of Jesus are told in this 
book. Each letter of the alphabet, a 
a separate page, represents a place; a 
character, or an incident in the life od 
Christ when He lived on earth among 
men. There is an attractive full-pag 
and full-color picture which aptly illus 
trates each story, and at the end of each 
story there is a short Bible verse whit 
could easily be memorized by even 2 
very young child. The stories are short 
yet carefully told, and would interes 
any young child. This book would & 
most helpful in Sunday school wotk, 
especially in the Nursery and Beginner 
and Primary departments. 


Never Dies the Dream. By Margarel 
Landon. (Doubleday & Co., Inc., Gat 
den City, N. Y., $2.75.) Another vety 
readable story has just come from the 
pen of the writer of “Anna and the King 
of Siam.” Before serving as a missiot 
ary, with her husband, in Siam, th 
author graduated from Wheaton College 
as Margaret Mortenson. Modern life ®t 
Bangkok is here presented in a very 
and informative manner. The local 
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toms and manners of the Siamese are 
faithfully portrayed, and the four or 
five leading characters are unusually 
well drawn. 

The story is told of a missionary 
school for underprivileged children. A 
yivid contrast is shown between the 
ambitions of Grace Rutherford to have an 
up-to-date, well-appointed school, with 
generous financial backing from the 
American mission boards, and the de- 
yoted, unselfish, and more Christlike ef- 
forts of India Severn. It was her dream 
to bring such children and other neg- 
lected young people within the sound 
of the Gospel and Christian training. 
For eleven years she succeeded, and 
then the church politicians won out. 
Though defeated, her faith in the per- 
manence of such a spiritual investment 
was vindicated. A staunch evangelical 
might wish that, in as much as it is a 
missionary story, the pre-eminence of 
Christ and the imperatives of His Gos- 
pel had been more clearly presented. 
The love story, though brief, is well 
written. 


The Child’s Story Bible. By Catherine 
fF. Vos. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.95.) This new 
and restyled edition of a much loved 
book for children presents in one volume 
the complete Bible story, Old Testament 
and New, told in short, vivid, colorful, 
narrative form. Each story is given its 
own title, but with the Bible book and 
chapter indicated. The power and charm 
of a sprightly and experienced story- 
teller is combined with the deep under- 
standing, reverence, and spiritual insight 
of a trained teacher, who is a true Bible 
believer. The physical make-up of the 
book is as attractive as its style of writ- 
ing—clear, well-spaced type on beauti- 
ful paper. The art work is worthy of 
special note. The many full-page, richly 
colored pictures are reproductions of 
paintings. They are instructive and re- 
vealing, and as full of action and drama 
as they are colorful. There are Bible 
maps, also a “Guide to Pronunciation.” 
A yaluable feature is an index to all 
the proper names mentioned in the more 
than two hundred Bible stories. This 
ttuly magnificent work should be in 
every home where there are children 
and young people. Parents, and Sunday 
school teachers of the younger grades, 
will find it invaluable in giving a true 
introduction to the riches of God’s Word. 
The children themselves will love it and 
Tead it. 


I Believe in the Holy Spirit. By Fred- 
tik Wisloff, (Augsburg Pub. House, Min- 
Neapolis 15; $3.) The author, a Nor- 
Wegian pastor, theologian, and preacher, 
> athe the Church with a reverent 

esp mped study of the Holy Spirit. 

is epigrammatic, and the reader 

wit’ bra himself returning again and 

again to a well-turned phrasing of a 
aa truth to ponder it more fully. 
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Wisloff deals systematically with the 
Spirit’s operation in the Scriptures, in 
the sinner, the Church, and the saint. 
His chapters dealing with sin and the 
filling of the Spirit are especially well 
done. He shuns undue speculation into 
the mystery of the Trinity or the Spirit's 
activities; he avoids extremes of carnal 
security and the second blessing. He 
maintains throughout a constant sub- 
jection to the Bible. As a Lutheran, he 
believes in “the real presence” in the 
Lord’s Supper, and denies eternal secur- 
ity. Devotional writers of the seven- 
teenth century are quoted to the con- 
stant enriching of each chapter, but the 
reader will regret that book and page 
references do not accompany the quota- 
tions. 


The Transformed Life. By Robert S. 
Lutz. (Good News Publishers, Chicago 
7; $1.50.) The twelfth chapter of Ro- 
mans is often referred to for its open- 
ing verses. The challenge to be not 
conformed, but transformed, is a familiar 
landmark in our Bibles. But how many 
of us are familiar with the rest of the 
chapter? Mr. Lutz has written this 
book to call our attention to the de- 
lineation of the transformed life found 
in the nineteen verses that follow verses 
one and two in Romans 12. | It is a help- 
ful exposition, plain and practical, of 
such themes as “Preferring One An- 
other,” “Instant in Prayer,” “Bless and 
Curse Not.” The reader is constantly 
confronted with the necessity of being a 
living sacrifice to the Lord if the trans- 
formed life is to be lived as God por- 
trays it. Here is.a book for the pastor 
who is looking for suggestions for a 
series of sermons, or for anyone who 
wants devotional reading that will help 
to transform life. 


The Efficient Church Officer. By Eu- 
gene Dinsmore Dolloff, S.T.D. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York 10; $2.) Dr. 
Dolloff is a pastor with wide experience. 
He discusses the responsibilities, prob- 
lems, and qualifications of all who are 
in any way charged with the conduct 
of the affairs of the church. He speaks 
sensibly and kindly, emphasizing 
throughout the need of spirituality, 
capability, and loyalty. This is a short 
book — the author does not waste words 
—but enough is said to cause one to 
feel that “days of Heaven upon the 
earth” would come to any church hav- 
ing leaders governed by its principles. 
In addition to chapters on the deacons, 
trustees, and the like, Dr. Dolloff says 
some pertinent things on the importance 
of the ushers’ work, and the vital posi- 
tion of the sexton. How to get the 
message of the book into the hearts and 
minds of prospective and present church 
officers, without causing offense, is one 
problem not mentioned. Happy the pas- 
tor who can persuade his co-workers to 
read and obey its practical wisdom, 
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Giving a Reason for Our Hope. By 
Carl F. H. Henry. (W. A. Wilde, Boston 
16; $1.50.) A seminary professor hears 
and answers some of the questions that 
puzzle the Christian student in an anti- 
Christian university. Many topics are 
covered: Christianity in relation to phi- 
losophy, science, history, ethics, psychol- 
ogy, and sociology. The author has a 
good grasp of the latest thought in many 
of these fields, and defends the Chris- 
tian view with answers that sparkle with 
wit, apt illustrations, and a keen analysis 
of the real issue involved. 

The volume should be an aid to. the 
Christian student who wants to give a 
reason for his hope on a modern uni- 
versity campus. 


The Trial of Jesus Christ. By Frank 
J. Powell. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) This good 
and worthwhile book could have been 
written only by a Christian, a scholar, 
and a lawyer. The author, who is Metro- 
politan Magistrate of London, England, 
knows his Josephus and the history of 
the times of our Lord’s stay upon earth. 
The mass of material relating in any 
degree to Christ’s trial and condemna- 
tion makes the whole transaction take 
on the color of historic reality and sup- 
plies the reader with a rich store of 
background information which cannot 
but prove profoundly useful to the Bible 
teacher and to all Christians in every 
walk of life. The deadly dilemma that 
faced Pontius Pilate, who was almost 
but not quite willing to face his own 
probable enforced suicide to honor the 
legal maxim, “Fiat justitia, ruat caelum” 
(“Let justice be done, though the 
heavens fall”), moves one’s sympathies 
on his behalf, in contrast with the emo- 
tions aroused against those who shouted 
to crucify the majestic man who stood 
officially acquitted before them. The 
brief résumé of the story of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem makes vivid how fear- 
fully was fulfilled the fate Christ’s 
enemies invited when they said, “His 
blood be upon us and upon our chil- 
dren.” This is a scholarly and informing 
book, one of the very best dealing with 
the trial of Christ. 


The Progress of Doctrine in the New 
Testament. By Thomas D. Bernard. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.75.) The author’s thesis is 
that the order of New Testament books 
is not due to a haphazard collection, but 
to the recognition of an inner organic 
relationship among the books, so that 
their particular place in the canon could 
not be otherwise. The proposition is 
proved with great and loving care, and 
one finishes the volume with a feeling 
of having learned much, and having 
learned to love the Book more. Each 
division of the canon —Gospels, Acts, 
Epistles, and Revelation — is analyzed in 
relation to the other parts. Each book 

(Continued on page 149) 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 5. EPHESUS, A CENTER OF CHRISTIAN iNFLUENCE 


Acts 19:1 to 20:16; Ephesians 4:17-32; printed text, Acts 19:1, 8-10, 18-20; Ephesians 4:25-32 
Golden Text.—Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.—Eph. 6:10 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 19:1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Cor- 
inth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to 
Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

_ 8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the 
space of three months, disputing and persuading the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. 

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake 
evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, 
and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. 

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds. 

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their 
books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted 
the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 


Eph. 4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

26 Cc yc c1gry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath: 

27 Neiit-c> give place to the devil. 

28 © .-* hiv that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth. 

29 Let ro corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may min- 
ister grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. 

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N ORDER to have a clear understand- 
I ing of the origin and progress of 

the Christian church in Ephesus, it 
is necessary to familiarize oneself with 
Acts 18:24-28 and the entire nineteenth 
chapter. There we learn that the work 
began, not through the Apostle Paul 
himself, but through a Jewish preacher, 
Apollos, who was a disciple of John the 
Baptist. He is described as “an elo- 
quent man, and mighty in the scrip- 
tures”; that is, of course, the Scriptures 
of the Old Testament. Born in Alex- 
andria, Egypt, he had evidently heard 
of the ministry of John the Baptist, and 
thus learned of the near coming of Is- 
rael’s long-promised Messiah. Whether 
he was baptized by John himself or not, 
the record does not say, but it appears 
that he was convinced that the Bap- 
tist’s message was one that should be 
carried to the dispersed Jews through- 
out the world. In due time he came to 
Ephesus and preached in the synagogue, 
where Aquila and Priscilla, Paul’s ‘for- 
mer companions, heard him and gave 
him the full Christian message, c- a 
result of which he went over to Achaia 
to seek fellowship in the church at 
Corinth. Shortly after this, Paul came 
to Ephesus and contacted some twelve 
Jews, who apparently had been bap- 
tized by Apollos upon receiving his tes- 
timony concerning the coming Saviour. 
To these men Paul unfolded the truth 
of the Gospel, explaining that Christ 
had already come, died for our sins, 
and had risen in triumph from the grave. 
Accepting the fuller revelation, they 
were baptized with the Christian bap- 
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tism, and when Paul laid his hands upon 
them, they received the Holy Spirit and 
were thus incorporated into the body of 
Christ. Paul continued to labor there 
for three years (Acts 20:31) during 
which time we are told that all Asia 
heard the Word. As a result, many were 
saved through the mighty working of 
the Spirit of God, and a large church 
was established in that city. 


The Historical Setting 

It was early in Paul’s third missionary 
journey that he visited Ephesus and was 
used of God to bring many to a saving 
knowledge of Christ. The work began 
in a Jewish synagogue, but when oppo- 
sition developed, Paul separated the dis- 
ciples and gathered them together in a 
public auditorium, known as the school 
of Tyrannus. Intense persecution on the 
part of the fanatical followers of the 
cult of the goddess Diana eventually en- 
dangered Paul’s life, so that it seemed 
best for him to leave the city and pro- 
ceed elsewhere to continue his mission- 
ary labors. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 19:1—“While Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul . . . came to Ephesus.” 
After Apollos had completed his mission 
at the synagogue at Ephesus and had 
gone over to Achaia to seek further in- 
struction from the Christians in Corinth, 
Paul, having started out on his third 
missionary journey, arrived in Ephesus 
and there met with a little group of 
Jews who had evidently been taught by 
Apollos and baptized with John’s bap- 
tism of repentance. These received the 
fuller revelation which Paul had to give 
and were baptized as Christians. When 
Paul had laid his hands upon them they 
received the Holy Spirit. This was an 


exceptional case owing to the peculiar 
circumstances existing. 


Verse 8.—“He went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly .. . concerning the 
kingdom of God.” For three months 
Paul found an open door to proclaim 
the message of the Kingdom, as a re- 
sult of which many were saved. 


Verse 9.—“When divers were. hardened 
... he departed from them.” Upon the 
development of intense. prejudice and 
open opposition on the part of many who 
rejected the Gospel, Paul felt that the 
time had come for a complete separation 
of the Christians from Judaism, so he 
ceased ministering in the synagogue and 
secured the school of Tyrannus as a 
center of Christian testimony. 


Verse 10.—“All they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word . . . both Jews and 
Greeks.” So great was the interest in 
Paul’s preaching that throughout all the 
Roman proconsular province of Asia the 
Word went abroad, and all who dwelt 
in that region became familiar with the 
message during a period of two years’ 
time. 

Verse 18.—“Many that believed came, 
and confessed, and shewed their deeds.” 
It was a genuine work of the Spirit of 
God, resulting in true repentance and 
reformation of life. 


Verse 19.—‘Many of them also which 
used curious arts brought their books 
. and burned them.” These before 
their conversion had been magicians and 
necromancers. Turning from their oc- 
cult and deceitful practices, they brought 
together their books containing magical 
formulas and secrets and destroyed them 
by fire. The values of these books, from 
a commercial standpoint, amounted to 
fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
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Verse 20.—“So mightily grew the word 
of God and prevailed.” This was, per- 
haps, the greatest of all Paul’s mission- 
ary campaigns, judging from the num- 
ber brought to Christ. 

Eph. 4:25—“We are members one 
of another.” The Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians was written by Paul some years 
afterward in order to establish these be- 
lievers in the faith of Christ. While it 
leads us to the greatest heights of divine 
truth, it also dwells very fully upon the 
importance of practical - Christianity. 
These believers were exhorted to put 
away all deceit in their dealings with 
one another, remembering that they 
were members of one body. 


Verse 26—“Be ye angry, and sin not.” 
An old Puritan wrote, “I am determined 
so to be angry as not to sin; therefore 
to be angry at nothing but sin.” This 
is indeed righteous anger, but even in 
such a case one is not to cherish anger 
lest it injure his own spirit; therefore 
the admonition: “Let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath.” 

Verse 27.—“Neither give place to the 
devil.” The great arch enemy of God 
and man delights to slander and vilify 
God’s saints. We need to be careful 
that we do not descend to his low level, 
even when we see things in other Chris- 
tians which we are sure are evil and 
unholy. 

Verse 28.—“Let him that stole steal no 
more.” This admonition was covered by 
the commandment given at Sinai: “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Under grace, the nega- 
tive is not sufficient. There must be 
positive concern for the good of others, 


which would lead one to do all in his. 


power to meet the needs of one in less 
fortunate circumstances than his own. 

Verse 29.—“Let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out of your.mouth.” The 
Spirit-directed believer will always be 
characterized by clean and profitable 
conversation. He will not be guilty of 
repeating unclean stories or using unholy 
expressions. 

Verse 30—“Grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption.” The Spirit of God 
is not a mere influence, but a divine 
person, who indwells all of God’s chil- 
dren. We are therefore called upon to 
be watchful lest we grieve Him by care- 
less speech or reckless behavior. He 
has sealed us until the day of the re- 
demption of our bodies, but if we grieve 
Him He will not be free to take of the 
things of Christ and reveal them to us, 
as He delights to do, but He will have 
to occupy us with our failures and our 
sins, thus making us miserable until we 
judge ourselves and turn to God in re- 
pentance and confession. 

Verse 31.—“Let all bitterness . . . and 
evil speaking, be put away from you.” 
Notice how evil speaking here is linked 
with other sins that many of us might 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. February 26.—Planting a Church in 
a Pagan City (Temperance). Acts 
15:36 to 18:22; 1 Corinthians 5:9 
to 6:20; 2 Corinthians 6:11 to 7:1 


Next Week’s Lesson 


ll. March 12.—Church Organization 
and Leadership. Acts 6:1-6; 20:17 
to 21:6; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Timothy 3 








naturally think of as far more serious. 
But the Spirit of God is always grieved 
when we speak unkindly and slander- 
ously of one another. 

Verse 32.—“Forgiving one another, 
even as God .. . hath forgiven you.” 
The expression in our beautiful Author- 
ized Version, “As God, for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven,” is not an exact rendering 
of the original. It is rather, as another 
has said, “a bit of the translators’ the- 
ology.” A better rendering is, “As God, 
in Christ, has forgiven you.” This is 
to be the standard of our dealing with 
one another. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Seldom has the Gospel won greater 
victories than during the three years of 
Paul’s missionary activities in the city 
of Ephesus, the great metropolis of the 
province of Asia. Here he founded one 
of the strongest churches of that day; 
a ‘church so well taught that he could 
open up to them, without any reserva- 
tions, the deepest and most sublime 
truths of the Christian dispensation. The 
Epistle in which these truths are un- 
folded also contains many practical ad- 
monitions as to consistent Christian be- 
havior. Doctrinal truth and godly living 
should never be divorced. It is a poor 
thing to endeavor to combine high truth 
with low walk. As in the case of the 
clean beasts under the Levitical econ- 
omy, the foot and the mouth should 
ever be in agreement, 


Lesson Outline 

1. Paul arrives in Ephesus and contacts 
disciples of John (Acts 19: 1-7) 

2. Preaching in the synagogue (v. 8) 

3. Believers separated from Judaism (vs. 
9, 10) 

4. A great ingathering with manifest re- 
sults (vs. 18-20) 

5. Practical admonitions (Eph, 4: 25-32) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Certain Disciples, The true meaning 
of this section of Acts 19 has been often 
misapprehended. It has been taken for 
granted that these disciples were Chris- 
tians who had not yet received the Holy 
Spirit, while the passage itself shows 
that they were simply disciples of John 
the Baptist, who, until Paul came to 
them, knew nothing of God’s way of 
salvation through Christ’s death and 
resurrection. When Paul made this clear 
to them, they believed the Gospel, and 
so became Christians, and confessed 
Christ in baptism. Then, as in the case 
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of the Samaritan believers of Acts 8, 
they received the Holy Spirit through 
the laying on of hands. 


Summaries and Applications 
While salvation is not by reformation, 
reformation will always follow regener- 
ation. Before they were saved, many of 
the Ephesians dealt in magical arts. 
When they received Christ as Saviour, 
they turned from these evil practices, 
making a clean break with the old life. 
These young converts might have 
argued that since they no longer valued 
their books dealing with occult systems, 
they could sell them to others who did. 
This, they realized, however, would be 
thoroughly inconsistent with their new 
profession; so they brought them to- 
gether and burned them publicly, in 
spite of the great financial loss involved. 
The fact that in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians the Spirit of God found it 
necessary to warn Christians against ly- 
ing, stealing, evil speaking, and other 
sins, should make it clear that no Chris- 
tian is free from the old nature inherited 
from Adam. Because of this he needs 
ever to watch and pray. 


Winona Lake, Inn. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HY did not Aquila and Priscilla, 

who had so helped Apollos (Acts 
18:26) , deal with this defect in the Ephe- 
sian disciples? (chap. 19:2, 3.) 

2. What was the difference between 
the baptism of John and the baptism 
practiced by the apostles? 

3. What long-standing desire of Paul’s 
was realized in Ephesus? 

4. What group of churches grew out 
of Paul’s Ephesian ministry? 

5. When is it time to separate the dis- 
ciples? (v. 9.) 

6. What specially contributed to the 
abandonment of the black art? (v. 19.) 

7. How did the exorcists’ use of Jesus’ 
name differ from the apostles’ use of it? 

8. What argument does Paul use to 
enforce the exhortation to right treat- 
ment of one another? 

9. What is the argument for kindness 
to each other? 

10. How should I act toward the Holy 
Spirit? 

(Answers on page 146) 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, Thy holiness makes 
Thee the enemy of our sin, but Thy 
mercy, the lover of our souls. We thank 
Thee for Thy patient working to rid us 
of our sin. Teach us so to love Thee 
that we may love what Thou dost love, 
and do only what pleases Thee. For- 
give us the evil things we permit in our 
lives, and set us free from their power. 
Make us willing to suffer loss rather 
than be guilty of unchristian conduct. 
Use Thy Word now to strengthen us in 
every right and holy way. Bring many 
to the Lord Jesus by the preaching of 
the Gospel this day. Remember the 
distressed, the anxious, and the sorrow- 
ing, and turn their trials to their good. 
Let the light of Thy presence illumine 
our hearts and our homes, and so fill 
our lives with good works that we may 
both glorify Thee and bless others. Hear 
and answer, we pray, through our Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson—When those Ephe- 


Not FEELING But SEALING Secures! 
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sian Christians burned their heathen 
books of magic they showed their sin- 
cerity as Christians. Those books could 
have been sold for much money. But 
then others might have been harmed by 
them; so, at financial loss, their owners 
burned them. There’s the test of a real 
Christian, what he will sacrifice to be 
true to Christ. 

A saloonkeeper who was led to the 
Lord showed his sincerity by pouring 
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his stock of liquor into the gutter. He 
could have sold it, but it would have 
harmed people, so he took the loss of 
pouring it in the sewer where it could 
do no harm. John Wesley, whose work 
brought the Methodist Church into ex- 
istence, once found Methodists in Corn- 
wall cheating the government out of 
customs’ duties. It was generally prac- 
ticed, but when Wesley showed them 
they must be strictly honest with the 
government to be true Christians, they 
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promised never to buy or sell smuggled 
goods again. It meant money loss, but 
they took the loss to be obedient to 
God’s Word. Visiting Cornwall a: few 
years later Wesley could say: “That 
detestable practice of cheating the king 
is no more to be found in our societies.” 

Is there any detestable thing in your 
life that just does not go with your 
claim to be a Christian? If so, show 
your sincerity, and get rid of it at once, 
Be as thorough about it as the Ephesians 
who burned their pagan books. 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Paul . . . came to Ephesus” (Acts 19: 
1).—Ephesus was a celebrated city of 
Asia Minor. It was celebrated for the 
worship and temple of Diana, or Arte- 
mis. This temple was reckoned among 
the seven wonders of the world. It was 
425 feet long, and 220 broad, and had 
127 graceful Ionic columns of white mar- 
ble, each 60 feet high. Its treasures were 
of immense value. It was 220 years in 
building. Diana appears to have been 
worshiped with impure rites and magi- 
cal mysteries. 

Ephesus was also a great center of 
commerce; and the great merchantmen 
made the famous temple their banking 
house. “Moreover,” says Dr. Morgan, “it 
was a city at that moment given over 
largely to demonism, to sorcery, to 
witchcraft, to magic.” 

Paul’s first visit to Ephesus was very 
brief; but he left that godly couple, 
Priscilla and Aquila, there. And he 
promised, in the will of God, to return 
(Acts 18:19-21). In our lesson we see 
him fulfilling that promise. 

“And he went into the synagogue, and 
spake ...” (v. 8).—As his custom was, 
he went to the Jews first with his sav- 
ing message; and he would continue 
with them until violent opposition arose. 
In this instance he had three months’ 
liberty to speak in the synagogue. Then 
different ones “were hardened, and be- 
lieved not, but spake evil of that way.” 

“The way” is not only a descriptive 
term for what we call the Gospel, but 
it is also a title of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6). Imagine folks speaking 
evil of Him, presented as He was in the 
Apostle Paul’s powerful, yet appealing 
manner! Since they did it then, under 
those circumstances, we are not sur- 
prised that the same thing is done io- 
day. 

Mr. Oscar O. Whitenack, one time editor 
of the Denver Post “Open Forum,” was 
an avowed atheist. He died recently at 
the age of seventy-nine. Several months 
before his death he made a recording 
which enabled him to conduct his own 
funeral service. The record was played 
at his burial rites. His voice said: “This 
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is my funeral. The clergy is a racket. 
J want no religious songs. This is go- 
ing to be a perfectly rational funeral. 
Jam an atheist and have been for many 
.” He attacked the Bible, and be- 
lief in God. And at the end there was 
a pause — then barely audible, his voice 
said, “That’s all.” He manifestly did not 
believe the Scripture, which says, “It 
is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 


“Disputing daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus” (v. 9)—The confusion caused 
by the vociferous unbelievers caused 
the apostle to depart from the syna- 
gogue, separate the disciples, and con- 
tinue the preaching in a schoolroom. 

We have had many occasions to thank 
God for schoolrooms which were open 
to the Gospel. Years ago we used num- 
bers of rural schoolhouses in Iowa. Peo- 
ple came from miles around, singing 
spiritual songs as they came to services, 
and also when they departed from them. 
The countryside rang with the Gospel 
of Christ and with the praises of the 
Lord. We heard of instances where the 
Lord blessed that singing to persons 
confined to their beds. May nothing 
ever occur to close completely the 
schools of this country to the message of 
salvation. 


“All they which dwelt in Asia heard 
the word” (v. 10).—What a reward will 
be given Tyrannus in that day when the 
Lord reviews the works of believers 
(Rev. 22:12), for opening his school to 
the Lord’s messenger and for keeping 
it open for two years! As far as the 
tecord goes, Tyrannus did not preach, 
but provided the place for the preaching 
of the Apostle Paul. Of course, all the 
people of Asia Minor did not attend the 
services in the schoolroom; but those 
who did attend and were saved went 
everywhere gossiping the Word. Tyran- 
nus had a vital share in the results of 
that evangelistic campaign. 

I was in a place where a minister gave 
me to understand he did not believe in 
salvation by grace, through faith, with- 
out works. And he was the president 
of the ministerial association in that 
place; so, of course, there was no room 
for such preaching in his parish. One 
of the local Christians said to me, “I'll 
arange a place in which you may 
preach.” He rented a place, fitted it 
up, and advertised the services. To the 
glory of God be it said the Word was 
blessed; extraordinary things occurred 
—and it proved to be one of the most 
fruitful spots in my ministry. So we 
heartily thank God for those whom He 
taises up to open doors for the preach- 
ing of the Word. 


“... and found it fifty thousand pieces 
@ silver” (v. 19). —The Bible dictionary 
estimates that to be equivalent to $30,- 
0! Two years of the apostle’s preach- 
ing resulted in many persons believing, 
ad confessing their deeds of magic. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Spontaneously, they made a bonfire of 
their black books—regardless of their 
value—and Ephesus certainly did be- 
come a center of Christian influence, and 
continued so for many, many years. 

The Word of God has lost none of its 
power in this respect; for it has caused 
many believers to destroy the evil liter- 
ature which they prized in their un- 
converted days. Whole libraries of de- 
structively critical books have been 
discarded and replaced with sound, help- 
ful, Scriptural volumes. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this lesson is chock-full 

of challenging, practical truth, That 
is one prominent characteristic of the 
Bible. It comes to you right where you 
live —very frank, very candid — “pulls 
no punches”! Paul did not fail to tell 
the people of Ephesus they were rank 
sinners and needed a Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, who had died for all who would 
confess their sins and who would come 
to Him for pardon and salvation. The 
result of such preaching was definite 
and even dramatic. They came, con- 
fessing their evil deeds. Not only that, 
but they brought their books of magic 
and false teachings and “burned them 
before all men,” in the public square. 
That was good proof of their sincerity, 
for they had believed in those. books 
and they were of great value. 

So here we have two definite steps in 
getting right with God. The first, con- 
fession of sin, and that, of course, im- 
plies repentance. It is not easy to con- 
fess one’s sins, but it is absolutely neces- 
sary to obtain pardon. The second step 
is separation. 

The Ephesians well knew that if they 
kept those costly but false books in 
their homes they would be a constant 
lure back to their old practices; so they 
did a very wise thing. They burned 
them. And it added to the strength of 
their action to do that thing in the open, 
“before all men.” Nicodemus “came to 
Jesus by night” because he feared to let 
his Pharisee associates know that he was 
even an inquirer. It would have been 
far better for him to have come in the 
broad daylight; but Jesus made even 
that secret visit the occasion for giving 
him and all the rest of the world the 
most precious statement ever uttered — 
John 3:16. 

Separation: The Ephesians made com- 
plete destruction of the books that were 
separating them from God. Some Chris- 
tians seem to'be afraid of the “separated 
life.” They need not be afraid. Those 
who have tried it will tell you it is the 
only kind of Christian life that gives 
complete _ satisfaction—real peace of 
heart and mind. Moreover, they will 
tell you (and I can verify this, fellows, 
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YOU will marvel at so much 
material in so few words. Simply 
and directly, Dr. Williams dis- 
cusses the life of the preacher and 
the major things about preaching. 
Addressed to preachers of the 
gospel who have not had the 
privileges of an advanced educa- 
tion—those thousands of worthy 
men who have been neglected in 
the writings for preachers, this is 
a book to be read to good advan- 
tage by all ministers. 
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in my own personal experience) that 
one never gives up a thing for Christ’s 
sake, but there comes in its place some- 
thing infinitely better and more enjoy- 
able, and at the same time something 
which strengthens him in his new life. 
I know a fellow who was a habitual 
movie fan. He attended the movies 
about three nights each week. He loved 
them; they fascinated him. He was a 
professing Christian and the teacher of 
a boys’ class in the Sunday school. 
Some of the pictures were good, ac- 
cording to the accepted standards; some 
of them were definitely bad, even in 
the opinion of those whose standards 
were low. One never knew just how 
much of each would come upon the 
screen; he had to take “the run of the 
mines,” as they say in the coal] business. 
Some features would come into a pic- 
ture that would cause my friend to look 
around to see if anyone who knew him 
was there — possibly one of his Sunday 
school boys. He hoped they were not, 
or if they were, that they might not 
discover him. It would make it difficult 
for him to teach the Beatitudes next 
Sunday (“Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God”), knowing that 
the boy had seen him sitting there look- 
ing upon a scene that reeked with lust 
and filth. This brought my friend to a 
definite decision. He quit the movies. 
He “burned them” in the market place. 


Is it a strange thing that his Sunday 


school class immediately doubled, and 
more than doubled in satisfaction to 
him? Is it a strange thing that three 
of his boys accepted the Lord and made 
a profession of faith during the follow- 
ing eight months? Is it a strange thing 
that these striking changes in his life 
led him to discover a unique method of 
teaching the Bible, to which he began 
devoting those three “movie nights,” and 
which soon afterward introduced him into 
a ministry which carried him all over the 
United States and Canada, and to Europe, 
with more calls than he could possibly 
fill? Is it a strange thing that he never 
has the slightest desire to visit a movie, 
not even the “good ones,” because some- 
thing else has come in their place which 
is far more thrilling, far more satis- 
fying? 

No, fellows, you cannot outgive God. 
For every self-denial you make for 
Christ’s sake, He gives you back more 
than an hundredfold. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson 
EGIN with a flannelgraph review of 
Acts 1 to 18. 

Today’s lesson is about the work of 
the Lord at Ephesus, where Paul spent 
three busy, thrilling years. Ephesus was 
the metropolis of Asia Minor, with a 
population of over two hundred thou- 
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sand. It was given to the worship of 
the Greek goddess Diana. An image of 
her was supposed to have been dropped 
there from the skies, and a beautify) 
temple had been built in her honor 
This temple was one of the seven won- 
ders of the world, and people came great 
distances to see it. Most of them bought 
little silver shrines to Diana. These 
were supposed to keep the owner from 
harm and to insure “good luck.” Al. 
though the outside of the temple was of 
pure white marble, all kinds of immor. 
ality were practiced within, as accepted 
rites of their heathen worship. God 
purposed to turn this stronghold of 
heathendom into a center of Christian 
work. We will see today how that was 
accomplished. 

After his second missionary journey, 
Paul spent a few hours in Ephesus on 
his way back to Jerusalem. When peo- 
ple there begged him to stay longer and 
preach to them, he declined, but said 
that he would come back again. So in 
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Acts 19 we find him keeping that prom- 
ise. Read the first verse. These dis- 
sciples Paul met were followers of John 
the Baptist. Paul told them about the 
Lord Jesus and they believed at once 
and were baptized. Then Paul began 
teaching in the synagogue at Ephesus. 
He continued there until the evil-speak- 
ing of those who would not have Christ 
caused him to decide to preach else- 
where. 
(Acts 19:8.) Where did Paul and the 
other believers hold their meetings after 
that? (vs. 9, 10.) How long did Paul 
continue teaching the Word of God in 
that school? In those two years, Paul 
and the newly saved people of Ephesus 
so spread the Gospel that all in the 
province heard it. 

Read verses 11 and 12 and you will 
see one reason why this was so. God 
enabled Paul to perform special mir- 
acles at Ephesus so that the idolaters 
might see the divine power of His Gos- 
pel. News of bodily healing always 
arouses curiosity. They soon found out 
at Ephesus that Paul gave all the credit 
to the Christ whom he preached. 

Some wicked Jews, who made their 
living by giving people magic spells to 
get rid of demons, saw that Paul could 
cast them out just by commanding them 
to come out in the name of Jesus. They 
realized that this was much more effec- 
tive than their method, so they decided 
to do it, too. Seven brothers went to 
call at a home where there was a de- 
mon-possessed man. They said to the 
demon, “We adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preacheth.” Read the answer of 
the evil spirit in verse 15. What hap- 
pened next? (v. 16.) What do we learn 
from this? (1) Demons know which 
people are really saved and which ones 
only pretend they are. (2) The name of 
Jesus is not a kind of magic. He is a 
living person known by the demons as 
one whom they must obey. (3) One 
demon is stronger than seven men. 
What was the result of this terrible fight 
between the evil spirit and the men? 
(v. 17.) 

Now read verses 18-20. Notice that 
even Christians were convicted of their 
sins. Some of them had been holding 
on to their bad books. (Books were 
much more expensive then than now, 
and no doubt they hated to destroy what 
represented a good deal cf money.) But 
as they realized something of the great- 
ness of their Lord and the reality of 
the powers of darkness, they made pub- 
lie confession and burned all their 
Wicked books to ashes. What a wonder- 
ful bonfire that was! I know a Chris- 
tian girl who burned several of her 
books and magazines when she realized 
that they were displeasing to the Lord. 
I wonder if any of us need a bonfire 
like that. Never read anything you 
Would be ashamed for the Lord to see. 
He does see. 

“The next thing we read of in Ephesus 


How soon did that happen?- 
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is a terrible city-wide riot. This was 
started by a silversmith named Deme- 
trius, who made silver shrines of Diana 
and sold them -at a good profit to the 
people of Ephesus and to visitors com- 
ing to see the magnificent temple of 
Diana. Demetrius called a meeting of 
the other silversmiths and told them 
that Paul’s preaching was going to put 
them all out of business because so many 
were turning Christian and they did not 
want images. Demetrius also told them 
that this would doom the worship of 
Diana and cause her beautiful temple, 
the pride of the city, to be despised. He 
got the men so stirred up that they be- 
gan to shout and yell until the whole 
city was excited. They got hold of two 
of Paul’s companions and rushed them 
into the amphitheater, which it is esti- 
mated held about twenty-five thousand 
people. Some one drew a Jew named 
Alexander forward to speak. He mo- 
tioned for silence, but when the crowd 
saw him they realized that he was a 
Jew and therefore not a worshiper of 
Diana. So instead of getting quiet, they 
yelled louder than ever, “Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians.” They did this for 
two solid hours, although, as Luke ex- 
plains, most of the crowd did not know 
what it was all about. Where was Paul 
during this time? (vs. 30, 31.) After 
they had shouted themselves hoarse, the 
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town clerk quieted them and sent them 
home. 

The last part of our lesson is taken 
from the Epistle Paul later wrote to 
the Ephesians. :Turn to chapter 4: 25-32, 
and let us read it together. The prin- 
ciples laid down here are completely 
different from their heathen standards 
of conduct. But when the Ephesians 
were saved, their lives were so different 
that the whole city recognized it. You 
and I have been brought up with these 
ideals, but how much do we practice 
them? If we would obey God as ear- 
nestly as the Ephesian believers our 
local church could become like the one 
at Ephesus, a great center of Christian 
work. 


Assignment: Who will volunteer to 
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tell us next Sunday from Acts 20:6-12, 
about the young man who went to sleep 
during the service? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Why They Burned the Books 
(Acts 19:la, 10, 17¢-20) 


ASS out paper for reports on the 

“Acts of the Juniors” in witnessing. 
No doubt, pupils will be eager to report 
also orally to the class. With the proper 
color of crayon complete Paul’s second 
missionary journey. Ask what report 
he gave his Antioch friends about his 
experiences in witnessing on that trip, 
especially at Corinth, thus reviewing the 
last lesson and Memory Verse, 

Paul spent some time in Antioch (Acts 
18:23). Then he was off again on the 
Lord’s work. First he went to the older 
churches he had started, to give them 
further help. (The third missionary trip 
may be a wavy line to distinguish it 
from the others.) Then he began preach- 
ing in a new center, Ephesus. This, too, 
like Corinth, was a hard place to start. 
The people were very _ superstitious, 
trusting in idols and magicians who 
promised good luck by their charms. 

Over two years went by —two very 
busy years for Paul. He preached in 
a schoolhouse: he tramped the streets 
calling from house to house, until the 
whole country around had heard about 
the Lord Jesus. He talked to Christians, 
helping them to be better, warning them 
of the wrong things some kept on do- 
ing. He earned his own way and paid 
the expenses of his helpers, making tents, 
I suppose. But as I have told you, it 
was a hard city. God gave Paul extra 
power to show that the Lord Jesus was 
greater than any devil power or magic 
power. You would have seen some ex- 
citing days, if you had lived in Ephe- 
sus then. You might have seen a hand- 
kerchief from Paul, laid on a sick man, 
and the sick man get off his bed, made 
completely well. Demon-possessed folks 
were freed of the evil spirits when some 
piece of clothing was brought them from 
Paul. Of course, Paul did all this by 
the name and power of the Lord Jesus, 

Some other folks, not Christians, 
thought they could use that name and 
work cures, too. Seven brothers tried 
it on a man with an evil spirit. “We 
order you to come out of him by Jesus 
whom Paul preaches.” The man sprang 
at them, while the spirit in him growled, 
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but 
who are you?” That one man with 
devilish power beat up all seven at 
once! Believe me, after that the name 
of Jesus was greatly honored in Ephe- 
sus, and folks were afraid to use it in 
wrong ways. 

Christians who had secretly kept on 





BiFETIITRFFGF. 


1950 


): 6-12, 
sleep 


n the 
ssing, 
report 
roper 
econd 
"eport 
it his 
_ trip, 
ig the 


(Acts 
n the 
older 
them 
y trip 
ish it 
each- 
s, too, 
start. 
tious, 
who 


very 
ad in 
treets 
1 the 
about 
tians, 
them 
1 do- 
paid 
tents, 
bu, it 
extra 
; was 
nagic 
P ex- 
iphe- 
land- 
man, 
made 
folks 
some 
from 
s by 
esus, 
-ians, 
and 
tried 
“We 
lesus 
rang 
vled, 
but 
with 
n at 
ame 
phe- 
it in 


t on 


Lesson for March 5 


with their superstitions and magic came 
and confessed. Magicians brought their 
pooks on magic worth thousands of dol- 
Jars and burned them in a great bonfire, 
Everybody could see that even the magi- 
cians themselves knew the Lord Jesus 
had beat their magic powers and they 
were no good. Instead of using the 
Devil’s tricks, Paul told the Christians, 
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might” (Eph. 6:10, Memory 
Verse) . 

Boys and girls, you who are Chris- 
tians, what devilish things are you still 
keeping on doing even now that you are 
Christians? Do you swear and use care- 
lessly that mighty name of the Lord 
Jesus? Do you still try to get out of 
tight places by lying about what you 
did? Do you flip a coin, hoping it will 
be heads to give you permission to do 
something you know a Christian ought 
not to do anyway? Do you secretly go 
to some place Mother has forbidden? 
Better think how powerful is the Lord 
who knows everything, and confess it 
to Him, and stop before it is too late. 
Then take His power to do right. 

Encourage each child to write on a 
piece of paper rolled like a scroll the 
private sin he is confessing and promis- 
ing to give up. In some safe container 
light a little excelsior with a match. Let 
children burn their scrolls. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is an interesting title, “Why 

They Burned the Books.” When we 
read the story, we find that Paul had 
been preaching and teaching in Ephesus 
for over two years, and the Spirit of 
God had moved greatly. Great mir- 
atles had been done: people healed of 
various diseases, and evil spirits cast out, 
Then some wicked men who were magi- 
cians thought they would try to do some 
miracles by using the name of Jesus. 
They commanded evil spirits to come 
out of a man, but the man jumped on 
them and beat them and they had to run 
away to escape him. The evil spirit 
said to them, “Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are you?” Even this 
wicked spirit knew they had no right 
to use the name of Jesus. 

All the people heard of this, and great 
fear came upon them. They began to 
know how holy and great was the name 
of Jesus Christ. And then many be- 
lieved on Him as their Saviour, and 
they came and confessed their- sins, and 
brought their books of magic and wicked 
practices, and burned them before all 
men. This was to let all their world 
know that they were through worship- 
ing other gods, and were believers on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That was a long time ago, but the 
Same thing happens in every heathen 
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land: when men and women believe on 
the Lord, they begin to bring their gods 
and charms and fetishes to the mission- 
ary, and confess their sins, and they 
want these wicked things burned. In 
Africa, they bring charms and fetishes, 
things the medicine men have sold them. 
In China, they take down their idols, 
some just of paper, some of wood, and 
even some very precious, but they want 
them all burned. 

In South America they bring their 
images and idols and all the wicked 
things which they worshiped before they 
heard about the Lord Jesus who died 
for them. What great bonfires these are! 
I wonder if we couldn’t have some 
worth-while ones in America, even in 
some of our Christian churches. What 
would you think about putting a lot of 
the comic books our children are read- 
ing on the bonfire? What about some of 
the ungodly magazines and books church 
people are reading, wouldn’t they burn? 
They certainly would, if I had my way 
with them. So many precious hours are 
wasted over such things, and so many 
precious children’s minds and hearts are 
filled with uncleanness and wickedness. 
What do you say, shall we make a bon- 
fire of these things? 

Then I’m wondering about a lot of 
things that are not wicked in them- 
selves, but they are such useless things 
for Christians to be wasting time and 
money on. I go to a house, and see 
figurines and cases of dolls and all sorts 
of gadgets on every mantel or bookcase, 
every place one could be placed. But 
I am told they simply have to count 
their pennies, they can’t give a thing 
to the church or for furnishing the new 
Sunday school building. Yes, they are 
interested, and they wish they had the 
money. All the time I am mentally fig- 
uring up the cost of all these useless 
things. Don’t misunderstand nie, I love 
beautiful things, and I am not condemn- 
ing people for having such things, but 
for putting them first, before the Lord’s 
work. I wonder if you would agree with 
me that anything that comes before the 
Lord in our life should go on this bon- 
fire. Maybe it is clothes. Some who are 
Christians think so much of how they 
are clothed that they forget God. They 
must be well dressed, and if there is 
no money ieft for church — it’s just too 
bad, and they are awfully sorry! 

Every child can think about this, too. 
Many of them have so many toys and 
playthings that they do not appreciate 
any of them. They are almost unhappy 
because of the overabundance. Instead 
of a bonfire, I would suggest that they 
share these things with some other child 
who does not have them. If they give 
half of their things to some other child, 
they will enjoy the ones they keep much 
more. And always they can remember 
those children in other lands who never 
have a doll or a train or an airplane, 
they don’t have even enough food to 
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keep them from being hungry. There 


are ways to share with them. 

But to get back to the bonfire —I wish 
the parents would look through the 
comics their children are reading, and 
see if some of them ought to be burned. 
And I wish Christian storekeepers would 
check on the comics and other magazines 
displayed in their stores, read some of 
them, and see if you wouldn’t be 
ashamed to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
see them there. Have a bonfire! 

It would be a good idea to have some 
of the objectionable comics and maga- 
zines with you and make your bonfire 
as realistic as you can without setting a 
match to it. Also some Chinese gods or 
African fetishes, if you can secure them. 
Make the lesson real, make it mean 
something in each child’s life. You will 
meet opposition whenever you touch the 
comics, for so many adults read them, 
too, and they assure you they are all 
right. This is one of the serious things 
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in our country today, comics and vile 
magazines that are flaunted from almogt 
every store display case. 
FELTON, CALIF, 
8 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 ang 
explaining the conditions upon which illus 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
menths in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on ‘he printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

No Time for Slothfulness.—Finally, 
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might (Eph. 6:10 
Golden Text). Hard work means noth- 
ing to a hen. She just keeps on digging 
worms and laying eggs regardless of 
what the business prognosticators say 
about the outlook for this or any other 
year. If the ground is hard, she scratches 
harder. If it is dry, she digs deeper. 
If it is wet, she digs where it is dry. 
If she strikes a rock, she works around 
it. If she gets a few more hours of 
daylight, she gives us a few more eggs. 
Always she digs up worms, and turns 
them into hard-shelled profits, as well 
as tender, profitable broilers. Did you 
ever see a pessimistic hen? Did you 
ever hear of one starving to death wait- 
ing for worms to dig themselves to 
the surface? Did you ever hear one 
cackle because work was hard? Not on 
your life! They save their breath for 
digging, and their cackles for eggs. Suc- 
cess means digging. Are you digging? 
—From the Bible Expositor and Illumi- 
nator. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Persistent Rebellion.—But when divers 
were hardened, and believed not (Acts 
19:9). Evangelist W. E. Biederwolf said 
at one of his meetings: “It seems as if 
some men are determined that they will 
not be saved. A little three-year-old 
lad held up a train on the Erie Railroad 
over in New Jersey. He had wandered 
away from his home, and was walking 
along the tracks dragging a tin horse. 
The train approached him from the op- 
posite direction. The engineer blew his 
whistle, but the child kept right on 
At last the train was brought to a 
standstill. The trainmen got down, but 
the child was rebellious and belligerent, 
and tried to whip the engineer. And 
that’s the way with you. Against every 
plan and purpose of God to save you, 
you make a stand and fight !”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


His New Name.—And many that be- 
lieved came, and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds (Acts 19:18). My grand- 
father, who was converted in the mighty 
revival that swept Northern Ireland in 
1859, told me many wonderful stories 
of that time. One story was of a man’ 
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Lesson for March 5 


noted for cheating at the markets. One 
day he took a load of goods to the mar- 
ket and sold it to a recently converted 
man, who witnessed to him of Christ. 
He scoffed, saying, “Give me my money, 
and never mind the religion.” On the 
way home great conviction from the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and he 
got down from his cart to the ditch on 
the roadside. As he called on God to 
have mercy on him, the man to whom 
he sold the produce came along. He, 
too, got down and knelt with the man 
on the roadside. Soon others joined 
them. The man was saved, and, jump- 
ing up, he said: “I’ve cheated nearly 
every one of you here today at some 
time or other, and by God’s grace I'll 
make it right with each of you just 
as soon as I can. I know they called 
me the ‘cheater’ for a nickname, but 
I've got a new name now, and by His 
grace I'll adorn it.”—Personal. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 
Prize illustration. 


What Held Him Back.—Many of them 
also which used curious arts brought 
their books together, and burned them 
before all men (Acts 19:19). Coming 
to Christ sometimes calls for similar 
action today. A. Lindsay Glegg in “Life 
With a Capital ‘L’” tells of seeking to 
lead a young man tothe Lord. He opened 
the Bible and went from Scripture to 
Scripture with him, and yet, somehow, 
smething held the young fellow back. 
It was getting very late, and Mr. Glegg 
told him to go to his room, read the 
same passages again, seek light on them, 
and return and report the next evening. 
When the young fellow came there was 
joy in his face as he exclaimed, “It’s 
all right; at two o’clock this morning I 
surrendered to Christ.” “What kept you 
back?” He replied: “I am a bookseller, 
and I sell books—good, bad, and in- 
different — and I hand out every day to 
young people a great deal of literature 
which, if they read, will drag them down 
into hell. I had a great battle to fight 
lgst night. I have my living to make. 
But I thought over those Scriptures, and 
Imarked them in red ink in my Bible: 
and it was two o’clock this morning 
when God changed my mind; and in a 
fash I saw the horror of what I was 
doing. God gave me repentance, and 
Christ came into my heart, and now 
the peace of God floods my soul.”—Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


“Profitable for. . . Reproof.”—Let him 
that stole steal no more (Eph. 4:28). 
A Chinese colporteur had a curious ex- 
perience near Canton with a man who 
had purchased Matthew’s Gospel and 
handed in a counterfeit ten-cent piece, 
Teteiving his change in good copper 
tents. A few days later the colporteur 
Teceived the following letter: “Greet- 
ing. Your servant purchased from you, 
the teacher, Matthew’s Good Tidings 
book with a view to cheat you by using 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a bad coin. I received the book and re- 
turned home. All night I was not at 
peace. I opened the book and read. I 
perceive I have great sin and wicked- 
ness. Unfortunately your servant is but 
a day laborer, and has no leisure to go 
to chapel to study the doctrine. I ur- 
gently beg you to pray to Jesus to for- 
give my sins. Now I am writing some 
words and inclosing a good ten-cent coin 
for you. Please accept this. At a later 
day I surely shall meet you and ex- 
change greetings.”—Clipped from an old 
quarterly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


A Living Exhibit—And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God (Eph, 4:30). Chris- 
tian living should exhibit Christ to 
others. In a word, the Christian life is 
just this: “Jesus . . . manifest in our 
mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4:11). Does your 
life agree with the Word? Is your be- 
havior such as becometh the Gospel of 
Christ? Well prepared meat without 
salt is never satisfying to the palate, 
and the Gospel presented to others with- 
out the “salt” of a Christian life is never 
wanted by them. .... In a group of 
West Point students this question was 
asked, “What is Christianity?” There 
was a moment’s silence; then came an 
inspired answer: “Christianity? Why 
— Christianity is Oscar Westover.” How 
one would like to have known him — 
a West Point cadet whose life had so 
commended his religion that he should 
be offered by one of them and accepted 
by the others as a working definition of 
the living embodiment of Christianity! 
Could someone'say the same about you? 
One Christian student had so lived on 
a great state university campus that a 
non-Christian professor was heard to 
say, “Every time that boy walks across 
the campus, the spiritual tone of this 
student body is raised.” A young man 
accepted the challenge to show the world 
what God could do with one life wholly 
consecrated to him, and he lifted through 
his preaching two continents nearer 
God. .. . How the world needs Chris- 
tians who will live like their’ Master. 
Do you dare? A real Christian can do 
no less—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


A Striking Contrast—Be ye kind one 
to another (Eph. 4:32). Twenty-five 
years ago, when some lepers of Salachi 
applied for help to Sister Margarethe 
Welzel, a Friedenshort deaconness, they 
told her that the local townspeople had 
driven them from the streets by threat- 
ening to burn them to death. She in- 
quired among the officials if anything 
was being done for those afflicted with 
leprosy. “Oh, yes!” they assured her. 
“From time to time we get soldiers 
to shoot them.” Now there is a China 
Inland Mission leprosarium there where 
250 lepers are being treated—From 
China’s Millions. Sent by E, Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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“Bread Rnough To Spare To Spare | 


| Sixty short meditations on the Word of God 


| 


By August VanRyn 
Written for the encouragement and 
| cheer of the saints of God 
| This is a companion volume to 
“Words of Encouragement”’ 
by the-same author 


Price $2.00 


WALTERICK PRINTING COMPANY 
816 First Avenve, S Fort Dodge, lowa 











Suppose! 


SUPPOSE you are living on your own or your 
husband’s comfortable salary, but every year 
you carefully set aside a portion of your in- 
come to invest in American. Bible . Society 
Annuity Agreements. You receive an excellent 
return on your money—better than you, could 
get from many stocks and bonds, and with less 
risk. You reinvest these returns, along with 
your savings as they accumulate, in additional 
Annuity Agreements, which you can buy for 
as little as $100. 


SUPPOSE some day earning capacity and salary 
stop abruptly. You are unworried, serene. You 
have time and money new to devote to interests 
you never had time for before, for as long as 
you live you will receive a regular, generous, 
never-changing income from the American 
Bible Society. 


BUT WHY SUPPOSE? Investigate this Christian 
Plan which provides for your future security 
and at the same time helps in the great work 
of distributing the Holy Bible. 
Make this your Life Plan. Write 
now, today, for the free booklet, 

“A Gift That Lives.” 


ean eneeinn in not tn ds cccnaned 


poococce corre ee 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me,.without obligation, your 
booklet 10SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name. 
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Reasonable rates. Cabins and Trailer Court. 
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Best climate for arthritis and asthma. 
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5451 S. Central Avenue 


Send your list of first 
books along with $1.00 to the 

CHRISTIAN READER'S LIBRARY 
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SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES OF A CANCER SUFFERER 


An Incomparable Gift Book 


for He Sick — Aged — Sorrowing 


Suffering — 
“A precious book. Read it often, hold its message to 
your heart.” Paul Hutchens. 
“|. Intelligent presentation of the mysteries of suffer- 
ing.” Walter Wilson. 
“Simple, straightforward, 
mony.” Baptist Sunday S 
0) Please send copies of ‘‘Victory Over Suffering.” 
0 Please send prices on quantity orders for group 
distribution. 


Scripturally sound _ testi- 


School Board. 
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BAKER BOOK HOUSE - 
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Grand Rapids 6, Mich 
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THIS 


MY 
BROTHER 


the story of Josh Kenyon, of his kin, 
and of the people who draw the fluid 
riches from the oil basins below the 
lexas earth. It is the story of the 
struggle of a soul lost in resentment 
and hatred, unsoothed by the compla- 
cencies of living, until redeemed and 
filled with a peace which no man can 
find by or within himself. 

Mrs. Briggs’ earlier novel gave a pic- 
ture of the triumph of Christian faith 
over humanly insurmountable odds. 
In This, My Brother the problems of 
everyday application of that faith con- 
front the reader face to face. Here is 
a book you will love—a significant 
theme powerfully developed, a book 
written from the heart—one that will 
long endure in your heart and mind. 


At Your Bookstore 
March 10 — $3.00 








WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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This Week’s Questions Answered’ 


(The questions are on page 137) 


1. One couple cannot do everything. 
Besides, they seem to have returned to 
Rome as soon as the ban (chap. 18:2) 
was lifted. (See Rom. 16:3.) 

2. The baptism of John. was a baptism 
of anticipation (v. 4); the other a. bap- 
tism of realization, 

3. To preach the Gospel in Asia, earlier 
forbidden by the Holy-Spirit (Acts 16; 
6). It is always best to follow the Holy 
Spirit’s plan of campaign. See verse 10, 

4. The seven churches of Revelation }:; 
11, and others. 

5. When the religious body with which 
they are connected rejects the “way” 
of the Lord. Only vital issues can jus- 
tify such a breach. 

6. The amazing superiority of Paul’s 
“special miracles” (v. 11), and the con- 
fusion of the exorcists when they used 
Jesus’ name (vs, 13-16). 

7. The exorcists used it experimentally, 
as a new incantation or charm, so it 
was blasphemy; the apostles used it 
authoritatively’ and in faith. 

8. Our new relation to each other 
(Eph. 4:25. See Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 
12: 12-27). 

9. As objects of God’s kindness we 

should show kindness (v, 32. See also 
Matt. 18:23-35). 
10.1 should foster such habits of 
thought and action as please Him, and 
studiously avoid whatever grieves Him, 
remembering how vital a part He plays 
in my salvation (v. 30; and chap. 1: 
13, 14). 

WueatTon, ILL, 


The Young Peeple’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 5 
1. Why Do We Believe in Evangelism? 
(Matt. 28:16-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS -.week’s topic is the first in a 

series of four dealing with evange- 
lism as “the greatest work in-the world.” 
Re-emphasis of the fact that evangelism 
is “the greatest work in the world” is 
needed because this great truth has often 
been lost sight of in the Christian church 
and Sunday school in recent years. We 
have heard much ebout needs for better 
living conditions; needs for better edu- 
cation; and need for elimination of race 
and social barriers, and not so much 
about need for a personal, saving knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. And it 
is right here at the beginning of our 
meeting that we should make it very 
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Lesson for Match 5 


that by “evangelism” we mean 
pringing men and women and boys and 
gitls into vital touch with Christ, ahd 
not merély taking to therh some of the 
material social advantages of Christian- 
ity, or having them “join” church. 
4 

The word “evangelism” comes from a 
Greek root which means “good news,” 
and it involves, primarily, carrying to 
those who have not heard the “good 
news” that Christ has died for their 
sins on the cross, and that He was 
putied, and that He has risen again 
and ascended to the Father (1 Cor. 15), 
and therefore He is “able to save theme 
to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him” (Heb. 7:25). 

There are many reasons why Chris- 
tians should believe in evangelism, but 
let us center our meeting about six of 
the most important of these reasons: 

1. The Lord’s Command. If we sin- 
cerely and intelligently call Jesus Christ 
our Lord, this reason should be sufficient 
in itself, for the very narhe “Lord” means 
that we recognize His right to command 
and our own obligation to obey. Notice 
the many ways that this command is 
given—“Ye are my witnessés” (Luke 
24:46-48); “preach to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15, 16); “disciple all nations” 
(Matt. 28:19, 20); “go to the uttermost 
patt of the earth” (Acts 1:8); “as my 
father has sent me, even so send I you” 
(John 20: 19-23). 

2. The World’s Condition. If we be- 
lieve God’s Word, we must believe that 
all men, naturally, are lost and undone. 
“All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23); “and so 
death passed upon all men, fort that all 
have sinned” (Rom, 5:12); “there is none 
righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10); “the 
Lord hath laid on him [Christ] the in- 
iquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6); “for God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). 

3. The Spirit’s Compelling. Every true 
believer at sothe time, usually ithmedi- 
ately after salvation, feels the urging of 
the Holy Spirit to tell others the Good 
News of what God has done for him, 
ahd this is a real reason for believing in 
evangelism. Paul speaks of this urge in 
1 Corinthians 9:16 when he says, “For 
Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 


Unto me, if I preach not the gospel !”; 


and again in 2 Corinthians 5:20 we read, 
“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, 
bé ye reconciled to God.” 

4 My Own Commitment. But even 
though we may feel no urge, of may 
have stifled the urging of the Holy Spirit, 
We still have an obligation, or debt, for 
God has comthitted to all believers the 
esponsibility of getting out the Gospel 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


147 


* (19) 


TIMES 


















W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


GIVING A REASON 
FOR OUR HOPE 


By Carl F. H. Henry 


Coming in the form of question and answer, this 
volume deals with the great issues which meet in 
the knowledge of God, Christianity and evil, 
Christ and the Trinity, Christianity and history, and 
other problems which are in the minds of multi- 
tudes of college-age young people today. Yet the 
language is not overtechnical, so that the average 

dealer can peruse these pages with enjoyment and 
ediiceton. 


At All Bookstores $1.50 
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“STORY HOUR 

SERIES” represents 

the best and biggest 

value among juvenile 

books. Uniform size 

6%" x 9", each with 

64 pages ‘except Bible 

Picture Book). Attrac- 

tively printed with 

color throughout and 

richly illustrated. 

Bound in heavy full color two-ply covers. 
Price unchanged through the years, still 
only 35 cents each. 


Mail Coupon Today! 


“How can you do it at so low a price?” 
say thousands. ~ Mast be seen to be ap 
preciated. These books make perma- 
nent contribution to the knowledge and 
character of growing children. Use 
coupon — Mail order to your book dealer 
or direct to publisher. 


METROPOLITAN CHURCH 
ASSOCIATION 


Dept. S! Waukesha, Wis. 





New Addition — Just Prepared 
12 Attractive Volumes—Richly 
Illustrated in Color! 


me STORY HOUR sens 


Order now. An amazing value—no price raise. 
Still only 35 cents each; all 12 in case only $4.00. 


“BIBLE PICTURE BOOK.” 32 pictures, all in full color—5 
from Old Testament and 27 from the life of Christ. Pictures are 
5 x 7 inches with three lines of text explaining each. 

“BIBLE CHARACTER JEWELS.” 12 Bible stories 
Joseph and Moses through Mary and Timothy, each in . 
setting. 13 full page illustrations, 7 in 4 colors. Ages7 to 12. 
“SUNNY HOUR STORIES.” True life tales about school, 
play, and home. 70 illustrations in color. Ages 8 to 11. 
“BIBLE PRIMER.” Bible stories beautifully told. 19 full 
color masterpiece illustrations. Ages 3 to 

“BIBLE ABC BOOK.” Illustrations, rhyme, and short Bible 
story for each letter. Ages 4to 8: 

“BEDTIME STORIES.” Recently published. 43 photographic 
illustrations. Colored borders. Ages 7 to 11. 

“HAPPY HOUR TALES” of adventure and character building. 
38 illustrations. Ages 7 to 11. 

“FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES” drawn from the lives of 
Old Testament heroes. Ages 7 to 11. 

“FIRESIDE TALES.” 73 two- color illusttations, Ages 7 to 11. 
“PATHS OF U 75 stories —colored illus- 
trations. A real teaching aid. oe 10 to 15. 

“STORIES OF JESUS.” 41 illustrations. 15 in full color. 
Teaches children to “Bee” 


Ages 7 to 11. 
“A HIVE OF BUSY BEES.” 
obedient, polite, grateful, etc. Over 60 illustrations. Ages 10 to 15. 





METROPOLITAN CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 
Dept. ST, Waukesha,, Wi 

Please send copies of “Story Hour Series”—quantity and 
titles indicated by initials below. 
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VIS-U-FOLD 


FLANNEL 
BOARD 


The teacher's 
dream comes 


Light 
weight 
under 
4 pounds 
Assembled in less than 
a minute 


VIS-U-FOLD board 
Telescoping tripod 
Shoulder strap carrying 
case 


ALSO-— 


New, well drawn figures in beautiful colors, for 
103 Bible stories. Large size, easy to see and 
a joy to use. 


Twelve sets Scenery Backgrounds in vivid and 
realistic colors. 
Visualized Lesson Books. 


Make your teaching come alive by using this 
fine material. 


Write for free folder today to 
VIS-U-FOLD, P. 0. Box 145M, Pasadena 16, Calif. 


you 


NEED 
THESE THINGS 


IN THE 


College You Choose 
to attend, to recommend, to support 
STRAIGHT THINKING 
true to the Bible, Scholarly 
ACADEMIC STANDING 
fully accredited 


CLEAN LIVING 
faculty and students with HIGH 
Christian PRINCIPLES . 
PROPER ._ BALANCE 
Study, Sports, Culture, Spirituality 





CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH 


who would 


GROW 








write for free 
VIEWBOOK 


YOU will find these QUALITIES 
and the courses you want 


Write today to Dept. § 

















AT 


UNIVERSITY 
ANA 


PAYLOR: 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL “TIMES 


(1 Cor. 9:17; 1 Tim. 1:11; Rom, 1:14). 
Someone has taken the trouble to bring 
the Gospel to us, and that very fact 
makes us a debtor to all who have not 
yet heard. For God is “not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 

5. The Lord’s Coming. Here is a rea- 
son for believing in evangelism that is 
not often emphasized. God’s Word does 
not teach that the whole -world must 
be saved before the Lord Jesus returns, 
but it does teach that the witness must 
be given in all the world to all nations 
before the end of this dispensation or 
age can come and the Lord Jesus can 
return. Read Matthew 24:14 and Acts 
15: 14-17. 

6. By Future Confusion, or Shame. 
Some day all believers must stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ and 
give an account to the One who said, 
“Go,” for the deeds done in the body 
(Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10, 11). We shall 
not be in jeopardy of salvation, for if 
we are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation, that matter will have been 
settled once and for all. But it will be 
a time for the giving of rewards for 
faithful service, and it may be a time 
when, if we have been unfaithful in 
telling others the Good News, that we 
shall be ashamed before Him (1 John 
2:28). 

Let us examine these reasons, there- 
fore, as to why we should believe in 
evangelism, and ask God to show us if 
we have been unbelieving or careless 
in this “greatest work in the world.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


There Is No Difference 
(Continued from page 133) 


been a most stupendous failure. Walk 
the streets, and see how quickly he goes 
to ruin. How many are hastening down 
to the dark caves of sin! Man in his 
best day, under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances, is nothing but a failure. 
Imagine Noah stopping work on the 
ark, and going on a preaching tour. He 
tells the people of the flood; he warns 
them of their danger; he exhorts them 
to repent. All-are to perish, the wise, 
the rich, the great — all, all are to per- 
ish when God comes to judge. They 
mock at him. They tell him: “You'd 
better go back to your old ark; do you 
think we will believe that the rich, the 
priests, the great, the powerful, are go- 
ing to perish as you say?” They would 
mock, and would not believe. I can hear 
over the waves, that proved the warning 
true, this one text, “All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” Take 
the people of Sodom. Do you believe 
they would believe the warning voice? 
“No,” they would say; “Sodom to be 
destroyed? Nonsense; it was never more 
prosperous.” They would not believe; 
and didn’t they all perish alike? I tell 
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EASTERN 
Purposes... 


a fuller service, offering training 
in Christian leadership to more 
young people. It hopes for bet- 
ter equipped classrooms and 
library, a new chapel and addi- 
tional scholarships—all these 
dedicated to help Eastern’s sons 
and daughters to become bet- 
ter ministers of Christ. 

Will you help to make this 
hope a reality? 


pe 
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DO 1 of 3 Things 


OR ALL THREE 
Work for Revival 


Distribute generously our New Folder 
“GOD'S TRUTH and our REVIVAL” 
8-page Scripture Leaflet, 50c per 100 


Give for Revival 
Help send “GOD'S MESSAGE” booklet in 


7 languages, to missionaries around the world 


Pray for Revival 


Use these sticker - stamp: 
(red) on your letters 


Only 10 cents for a sheet 
of 72. 


PRAY FOR REVIVAL? 


American 
Scripture Gift Mission 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 7, Pa 
Wm. H. Richie, Exec. Secretary 
(Free samples on request) 


‘Read PROPHELY 


MONTHLY 


EVANGELIZE! 





48 pages monthly, prophetic — 
signs of the times, dance, 
nuggets. Don’t miss its importa 
articles and news features. 

Editor: Dr. KeithL. Brooks Asso. Editor: Dr. V. C. Oltrogg* 

Subscribe for America’s Original Prophetic Digest 

10 mo. $1; Foreign, $1.35 yr. 

Be a part of the League’s world-wide prayer and mis 

sionary fellowship. Biblical books being supplied free 

to missionaries, needy workers, and prisons, as 8 

people provide. 

Write for details of this faith and non-profit work 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC 


BOX BB, EAGLE ROCK STATION, LOS ANGELES 41, CALIF, 
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8, 1950 
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Lesson for March 5 


you there is no difference when God 
. It was my sad lot to be in Chi- 
cago when that great fire swept through 
the city, and I have often thought it 
was almost a glimpse of the judgment 
day. All were on a level then. There 
was the house of the millionaire, and 
near it the house of the poor man. The 
rich man turned his back on his gilded 
palace, and the poor man went with him. 
There was no difference. We are all 
on one platform; let no mocking words 
escape! Flee for your lives! Flee! 
Flee! There is a mountain we can all 
escape to — it’s Calvary. You can escape 
thus, any night. Some may say I paint 
too dark a picture. For two nights I 
have tried to tell you of the gospel; per- 
haps I have made a mistake. Christ 
kept the law. He was the lamb, pure 
and spotless. He never broke the law: 
therefore He can die for the sins of man. 
The law cuts all down, as a scvthe cuts 
down the grass. All go down before its 
sweep. Right here comes in the gospel 
—the Son of God came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. The grace of 
God brings grace down to men. Substi- 
tution! If you take that out of the Bible 
you can take the Bible along with you, 
if you wish to. The same story runs 
all through the Book. The scarlet thread 
is unbroken from Genesis to Revelation, 
Christ died for us, that’s the end of the 
law. I always loved that hymn some- 
times sung by brother Sankey: “Free 
from the law, O happy condition!” He 
was bruised for us, and through Him are 
we saved. Napoleon Bonaparte once sent 
outa draft. A man was drafted who didn’t 
want to go. A friend volunteered to go 
in his place; he went into the army and 
was killed. A second draft was made, 
and by some accident the same man was 
drafted again; but he said to the officer: 
“You can’t take me, I’m dead. I died on 
such a battlefield.” “Why, man, you are 
crazy,” said the officer. “You are not 
dead; here you are alive and well be- 
fore me.” “No, sir,” said the man: “I 
am dead. The law has no claim on me: 
look at the roll.” They looked, and found 
another name written against his. They 
insisted; he carried his case before the 
Emperor, who said that he was right; 
his friend had died for him. Christ died 
for me. The wages of sin is death — 
Christ has received this payment. It is 
tie height of folly to bear this burden, 
when we can so easily step out from 
under it. 
‘In Brooklyn, I saw a young man go 
by without any arms. My friend pointed 
him out, and told me his story. When 
the war broke out, he felt it to be his 
duty to go to the front. He was en- 
faged to be married, and while in the 
army letters passed frequently betweer» 
him and his intended wife. After the 
battle of the Wilderness, the young lady 
looked anxiously for the accustomed let- 
ter. At last one came, in a strange hand. 
She opened it with trembling fingers, and 
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read these words: “We have fought a 
terrible battle. I have been wounded so 
awfully that I shall never be able to 
support you more. A friend writes this 
for me. -I love you more tenderly than 
ever, but I release you from your prom- 
ise. I will not ask you to join your life 
with the maimed life of mine.” That 
letter was never answered; the next 
train that left, the young lady was on 
it. She went to the hospital. She found 
out the number of his cot, and she went 
down the aisle, between the long rows 
of wounded men. At last she saw the 
number; she threw her arms around his 
neck and said: “I'll not desert you. I'll 
take care of you.” He did not resist her 
love. They were married; and there is 
no happier couple than this one. You're 
dependent on another. Christ says: “T’ll 
take care of you. I'll take you to this 
bosom of mine.” That young man could 
have spurned her love; he could, but 
didn’t. Surely you can be saved if you 
will accept salvation of Him. Oh that 
the grace of God may reach your heart 
tonight, by which you may be brought 
out from under the curse of the law. 


Suggestions for Your Spring 
eading 
(Continued from page 135) 


then is studied in its relation to other 
books and divisions. The gloriously per- 
fect arrangement, as well as the truth 
thus set forth, is the work of-the Holy 
Spirit Himself. 

These lectures are dated 1864. That 
they are reprinted today is proof that 
they have stood the test of time, and 
have not been found wanting. Another 
reprinting by another publisher was re- 
viewed in the November 19, 1949, issue 
of the TIMEs. ‘ 


Uninterrupted Sky. By Paul Hutchens, 
(Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $2.) 
An author widely and favorably known 
has here produced a powerful novel, in- 
triguing in interest and rich in human 
values. With sympathy and understand- 
ing, he has portrayed the difficulties be- 
tween what seemed at the time to be a 
“disillusioned” wife and an “utterly im- 
possible” husband — she with an uncon- 
trollable temper and he almost as exas- 
peratingly calm. The situation is the 
more interesting because the husband is 
a professional “marriage counselor,” and 
conducts such a column in the city news- 
paper. 

One angle of this gripping tale is that 


. the talented young brother of the wife, 


after a few years as a popular social 
drinker, finds himself a hopeless drunk- 
ard. After trying various drink “cures,” 
he joins “Alcoholics Anonymous.” The 
philosophy and working of this group, 
its strength and its weakness, is here 
revealed. 

This is not the usual type of fiction 





« 
-Facing the Challenge 
is the title of an illustrated folder 
“mailed on request. A work established 
“in 1930 that offers opportunities for 
investing life and means for Christ in 
“four Appalachian mountain states. 
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$8.75 
Thumb-indexed 
Edition $10 


The Cosnplele 
CONCORDANCE--- 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling” applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG'S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library ine 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books, First, the 
Main C dance, ¢ in alpha- 
betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears, 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised ver- 
sions, including certain American varia- 
tions. This is followed by a concise He- 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament, 

All this wealth of material, to which « 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
or only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10). 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
—-——. Order from your Bookseller! —-—=, 
Please Send Me: 
___Streng’s Concordance [—] $8.75 (_] $10 
Name 
Address_ 
Recta atdbd Man! be 
$__Enclosed 


If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount, 
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FOR YOUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Request free —~ capa Gospel Object Talks 4 
daily sesombly ature. Paper tearing, Tricks. 
Chemicals all very easy. 


Arnold Cari Westphal Michigan City, indiana 





Gift for your Pastor 


Church Societies: All 23 new volumes 
famous fundamental Pulpit Commen- 
tary on whole Bible, free for 100 $2 
subscriptions (year $6; S-year $10) 
to MY CHUM 


THE climate die PARENT 


Box S Highland, Illinois 


She Cie REPORTER 


A monthly magazine for teachers of boys 
and girls. Contains new lessons, methods, 
songs, and suggestions. Keep your class 
active and enthusiastic by using these valu- 
able helps. Price 75 cents per year; 85 cents 
foreign. Write for sample. 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 
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dealing with the problems of young 
love. All the characters are fully ma- 
tured, but the frictions and misunder- 
standings that can cause havoc in mar- 
ried life are kindly dealt with in this 
winsome, appealing, dramatic, and 
deeply moving story. And like a thread 
of purest gold through the book runs 
the blessed truth of the goodness of God 
and the wonder-working power of His 
grace, which alone can unravel the tan- 
gles and guide the steps into paths of 
peace and joy and love under an ‘unin- 
terrupted sky.” 


Woman: Her Mission, Position, and 


‘Ministry. By P. B. Fitzwater, D.D. (Wm. 


B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.) Any book by Dr. P. B. Fitz- 
water, for fifty-eight years an outstand- 
ing member of the Moody Bible Institute 
faculty, not only deserves but likewise 
repays a careful reading. Such is as- 
suredly the case with this study of 





HANDBOOK OF THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 
(A comprehensive Course for all Schools) 


At last the complete all Bible Daily Vacation Bible 
School course in ready-to-use schedule form. Over 
eight thousand schools have used this course with 


complete satisfaction. 


Each year in demand more 


than ever before. Handwork, memory work and lesson 
material suitably chosen for ages 4 to 18 are based 
on Old Testament Stories, the Life of Christ and 
“Early Apostolic History of the Life of Paul."’ Ob- 
ject lessons, handwork patterns, choruses, missionary 


stories, maps, teaching methods, 
tions, curriculum, supplementary helps . . . 


follow-up sugges- 
all are 


included in the course. And best of all — it is Bible- 


centered! 
D.V.B.S. 


(Taken from the Handbook for use of 
individual department teachers). 
Beginner— Primary (one volume) 
Junior 
Intermediate . 
Senior 

mY ‘WORKBOOK 
Correlates the work in the handbook — 16 
pages of questions, color work, patterns, 
handwork. With handbook, no other ecgeecery 
material necessary. 1S¢ each 
Beginner (1) Age 4, (2) Age S 
Primary (1) Age 6, (2) Age 7, (3) Age 8 
Junior (1) hn a 9, (2) Age 10, (3) Age ll, 

(4) Age 

Md. A, a0) Age 13, (2) Age 4 


Send for our FREE CATALOGUE listing 
complete line of p.v.B.s. helps. 


CHRISTIAN 


Pes LIC ALTERS 


Order this proven course for your 
eoncredencecesescoccesscoocsococeceese $2.50 


FOOCHZPOSE <E 


INC 
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woman’s status and service as set forth 
in Scripture. A balanced, scholarly Con. 
sideration of the “transcendent questig 
of the hour,” it fills a long-standing gy 
in evangelical literature. Some of the 
conclusions arrived at  conce 

woman’s function in the church yjj 
doubtless be challenged in certain quar. 
ters. For example, Dr. Fitzwater ¢. 
clares that “she may, if the gift be hers 
and she observe due restrictions, pra 
and speak to edification, exhortation, an 
comfort in all places except at the Lord; 
Table”; and again, he asserts that she 
may be “an instructor of men” (p, 67) 
But those inclined to disagree may } 
hard put to give a more satisfactory 
exegesis of 1 Corinthians 14: 34, 35. Whik 
some of the observations about the psy. 
chological differences between the sexe; 
might be questioned; and while a mor 
detailed treatment of certain passage 
notably 1 Corinthians 11, might be desired 
the book should prove a great help in 
guiding Christian thought and practice 


Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. By 
Richard Chenevix Trench. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50) 
It is a joy to see the books on which, 
past generation of Bible students wer 
nurtured reappearing in print. “Trench 
on the Miracles” has long been a favor. 
ite because of its scholarship, vast, ae. 
curate, and evangelical. Each of the 
miracles of the Gospels is taken up in 
turn and dealt with exegetically an 
practically. Here is material for nun- 
berless sermons, and heart-warming in- 
sights abound. This edition is even mor 
helpful to the average reader than the 
earlier ones because the notes are trans 
lated into English. It is to be specially 
commended to theological students who 
are facing rationalistic explanations of 
the miracles. It is so clear that the 
Christian layman can read it with satis- 
faction. The publishers have done a 
service to the cause of our supernatural 
faith by the republication of this monv- 
mental work. 


An Erroneous Report 
Concerning the Y.M.C.A. 


(Continued from second page) 


It appears that this erroneous report 
was first published by the Arizona Bap- 
tist Beacon in September. Dr. James 
DeForest Murch, editor of United Evan- 
gelical Action, who has also made a Cor 
rection in his issue of January 15, traced 
the report through two other American 
papers back to a well-known British 
Christian journal, from which he has nd 
been able to get authentic data. 

The Trmes regrets having been a party 
to the spreading of this rumor. In 4 
letter to the editor of the Arizona Bap 
tist Beacon, John R. Burkhart, assistant 
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to the general secretary of the National 
Council of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations,- said, “The language quoted 
in your dispatch and attributed to the 
YM.C.A. is unknown to us.” He also 
said that “there has never been an inter- 
national convention of the Y.M.C.A. in 
Sacramento, California.” He declared 
that the National Council of the Y.M.C.A., 
which met in Washington, D. C., in June, 
1949, reaffirmed the preamble to the con- 
stitution of the Y.M.C.A. which was 
originally adopted in 1923 and which 
gives the aims of the Association. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
ms, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 27 to March 5 
Mon—<Acts 19:8-12. 
The Scene of Paul’s Greatest Work. 
Prayer Succestions: “So mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed” (v. 20). 


The climax of Paul’s ministry in the 
eat cities he visited was reached at 
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Ephesus. There, at the seat of the most 
pretentious idolatry, and with only a 
handful of Christian brethren for the 
holy campaign, God wrought mightily, 
saving and instructing multitudes. Faith 
in the risen Saviour, the Lord of Pente- 
cost, enables one to begin at zero with 
God, and see the salvation of God in a 
community. The evangelism of the 
Book of Acts is the only real evangelism, 
It works wherever it is given a chance. 
Pray for companies of devoted men, who, 
like those of the Holy Club of Oxford, 
will pray and prepare so God can use 
them to evangelize millions. 


Tues.—Acts 19:13-20. Truth 
Overcoming Error and Superstition. 


PRAYER SuGGesTions: “Fear fell on 
them all, and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was magnified.” The Lord’s power 
and His alone can change hearts. Men 
of grace, preaching the truth of Christ 
with the Holy Spirit sent down from 
Heaven, will triumph in unlikely situa- 
tions. The Gospel is all right; it is the 
man power that needs to be consecrated 
to the Lord, so He can have the instru- 
ments He requires in awakening and 
converting sinners. Pray that ministers 
of Christ may live more in the Word, 
and prayer, so the Holy Spirit can use 
them in soul-winning ministries. 


Wed.—Acts 19:23-32. 
Power Against Iniquitous Business. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Our craft is in 
danger.” The first indication of a real 
work of God in any community is the 
destruction of the works of the Devil. 
Our Lord came into this world to save 
sinners and to destroy the works of 
Satan. Moody in London addressed a 
great audience of Free Thinkers. They 














On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 


























* (23) 1ST 
FOLDING ORGANS 


Carry it anywhere! Play it anywhere! 
Compact, inexpensive. Special offer 
to churches, missionaries. Write 

ORGAN SHOP Dept. S 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 



















































Make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving 


AGENTS 
LURES fic cor Bibles, Books 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 

Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 

work—Liberal Commissions. 
geeeeeneeee ee WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. A-4 Butler, indians 





BIBLE PICTURE Books 
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ABC STORIES of JESUS 

Mivorep Sptakxes Eowaaps 
A delightful combination of alphabet rhymes, brief stories, 
and Bible verses—all centered in the life of Jesus. Full-page, 
colored pictures illustrate each alphabet-story. True to the 
Bible. Gold stamped cloth cover features a full-color picture of 
Jesus and a child. Size 64%x9. Ages 4 to 8 Price $1.75 


BIBLE HOMES and FAMILIES 
Mivprep Speakes Epwarps 
Interesting experiences of Bible children, homes, and fam- 
ilies. Twenty-five interesting stories, with full-page four-color 
Bible pictures. Blue cloth binding. Ages 4 to 8. Price $1.75 


STORIES of JESUS for BOYS and GIRLS 
Erne: M. Purirrs 
Child's level stories and pictures about Jesus. An aid to 
family worship. Ages 6 to 10. Cloth cover. Price $1.75 


BIBLE BOYS and GIRLS 

Erne. M. Puicurs 
Written by a Christian mother to help build Christian char- 
acter in boys and girls 6 to 10. Stories and pictures about 
children of the Bible. Price $1.75 

BIBLE PICTURE ABC BOOK 

Evsre E. Ecermerer 
The classic, long-time favorite Bible ABC for 6- to 10-year- 
olds. Stories, pictures, memory words, linked with each letter 
of the alphabet. Price $1.75 

Ask for Descriptive Circular oa Bible Picture Sterybooks 


Warner Bredd wiinierro. 
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mA VOICE FOR GOD 


THE LIFE OF CHARLES E. FULLER, 


ORIG 


BY DR. WILBUR M. SMITH 
A fascinating biography of the man who, thru’ 


his Lord’s Day nation-wide 
an inspiration to millions, 
eoule to-Gad-ie:hie 95-yanth ah tha ondia. 


W. A. WILDE CO., BOSTON 


INATOR OF 
FASHIONED REVIVAL 





OLD 
HOUR 


THE 


. has been 
leading numberless 





4 











152 













(24) .* 





THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL ‘TIMES (Lesson for Mar. 5) Feb. -18, 1959 


Only Moody offers.... 


Looking toward the 
ministry, I'm takin, 
the PASTOR 
course. 





To become director 
of a church educa- 
tional program, I 
chose CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION. 


My choice is the 
MISSIONARY 
course, as I'm pre- 
paring for the for- 
eign field. 









I chose MISSION- 
ARY TECHNI- } 
CAL for experience } 
in flying, photog- 
raphy oa radio. 


To become a soul- 
winner and to gain » 
thorough knowl- 
edge of Scripture, I 
enrolled in GEN- 
ERAL BIBLE. 


Preparing for a min- fia, 
istry as church or- ~ Zi 
anist, I took the re 
USIC course. ca 
UY 
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MUSIC course to 
receive training in 


both these fields. 


I enrolled in JEW- 
ISH MISSIONS, 
learning to reach 
Jews for Christ. 








153 INSTITUTE PLACE * CHICAGO 10, ILL 


Baw’ 


in Bible School Study 


OWFHY not get SPECIALIZED 
. training? Moody Bible Insti- 
tute provides eight basic courses, 
including two—Missionary Tech- 
nical and Jewish Missions—not 
available at any other Bible school. 
MBI, with a full-time faculty of 40 
(plus 14 special instructors) offers 
many exclusive subjects. Unique 
opportunities for practical Chris- 
tian work and the largest Bible in- 
stitute library are additional 
reasons why Moody is “the West 
Point of Christian Service.” 





Those who qualify need not wait. 


Admissions Correspondent $2030 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me an application blank and the new, 
illustrated school catalog. 





came to scoff; but many were converted 
and it broke up infidel societies. We 
need a Moody now. God is looking fo 
a man who is out and out to please Him 
Pray for another Moody. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4:17-24. 
Put Off the Old Man 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Put off concerp. 
ing the former conversation [manner of 
life] the old man, which is corrupt accord. 
ing to the deceitful lusts.” “The old man” 
is the man you were before you knew 
Christ, and he still wants to take his olg 
place in your life. But he must be put 
off if you intend to please God. The 
“new man, which after God is created ip 
righteousness and true holiness” is to be 
the hidden man in your heart. Put op 
Christ and the old Adam will be on the 
outside. Christ-possessed means the “olg 
man” dispossessed. Pray for mor 
preaching of the victorious: life Christ 
has for all that are His. 


Fri.—Ephesians 4:25-32. 
Living Like Christians, 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Neither give place 
to the devil.” The Christian life is 
Christ living out His life through us. 
Bunyan in his “Holy War” pictures the 
struggle of Diabolus seeking to recover 
his place in Man-Soul. He cannot find 
entry into the soul of the believer who 
walks in the light as Christ is in the 
light. The Devil can tempt; and if we 
yield we give him entrance into our 
thoughts, words, and deeds. Who can 
predict the miseries of a life that falls 
under his power? Pray, “Deliver us from 
the Evil One.” 


Sat.—Ephesians 6:13-20. 
Equipped To Fight Against Sin. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “Put on the whole 
armour of God.” The Lord sends out 
“babes and sucklings” (Psa. @) with 
heavenly equipment to meet the great 
Adversary. The weapons of their war- 
fare are spiritual; “mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds.” 
And in this way, by heavenly grace and 
power in them, He defeats the enemy. 
Little Davids with God are mighty. 
Pray for faith that will never shrink 
when pressed by Satan in the good fight 
of faith. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:6-13. 
The Power of, the Word. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My word... 
shall accomplish that which I please.’ 
God’s Word carries with it the power 
of the Lord who utters it. We make 
no mistake when we trust God's 
promises. They are all “Yea and 
Amen.” “Hath he spoken, and shall 
he not make it good?” Who ever 
trusted God and lost? But if we dis- 
believe we shall be confourded. Pray 
for more Bible reading and prayer in 
Christian homes, when radio, tele- 
vision, and other attractions are en- 

gaging much notice. 
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